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THE LAW OF POPULATION UNDER SOCIALISM AND THE 
POPULATION PROBLEM OF CHINA 

by 

Chang P' ei-kang, Mao Kang and Hu Chun-chieh 

In Cha past several years , birth control has become a pressing 
need for a large number of the Industrial and white collar workers of the 
nation and for some of the farmers. The Party and the Government support this 
need of the masses, and they have repeatedly explained how birth control, under 
present hlstorial condition! .benefits the nation, the family, and the new 
generation. They have approved proper birth control methods and have further* 
sure appointed organizations which are concerned with the problem to organise 
teems for the study of birth control and suggested some methods to imp 1 se wn t 
birth control work. 

We advocate suitable birth control. This is, however, something 
entirely different from Malthusianism. The basic point of Malthusianism is 
that the rate of increase of the production of the means of subsistence never 
catches up with the rate of increase of the population. The actual experience 

y 

of this nation has proved the error of this conclusion. For this reason, it 
is not without practical meaning to criticize the "Population Theory" of 
Mai thus and his followers, expose its erroneous and reactionary nature, and 
furthermore, to explain and study socialist population law and its function, 
in the hope of grasping correctly the present population problem of this 
country as well as the facts of birth control. 
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I. A Critique of Malthusianism 

la 1793 , Halthus, an English clergyman, published ''An Essay on 

2 / 

Populationo rt Malthas' essay on population was produced under the following 
historical conditions. At that time in England, the Industrial Revolution 
had already begun „ Along with the formation and development of mass production 
under capitalist conditions, part of the workers tiro had been supplanted by 
machines having been expelled from industry^ were forced to form an industrial 
reserve array. Reeause of the development of capitalism, the position of the 
workers daily grew worse and the working class masses daily grew poorer. At 
the same tine as capitalist mass industry developed, the position of bankrupt 
artisans also grew worse, and they too sx-jelled the columns of the great array 
of the unemployed o All of these factors caused an increase in the poverty of 
the proletarians and led to their dissatisfaction with and opposition to the 
capitalist class. Malthas, who served the interests of the exploiting classes s 
attempted to deceive the proletarians and defend the capitalist system, and 
therefore he proposed his "Principles of Population" for this purpose. 

According to Malthas' so-called "law of Population,® populr tion 
increases according to a geometric rate, doubling each twenty -five years while 
the means of subsistence only increases at an arithmetic rate. Because the 
rate of increase of these te© factors is not similar;, the average amount of 
what each p^son gets of the means of subsistence becomes less and less. 

Malthas thought that in any society , no ratter what its economic 
structure, population was generally on a level with the supply of the naans of 
subsistence «> Wien throufh imiltioXication, the population began to exceed this • 
level, then, because of the impact of many indirect checks (war, natural 
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calamities, crime) the population would return to dlls level, sad these 
indirect checks In turn arose from the Insufficiency of die means of 
subsistence. 

Mel thus also considered that because of the controlling function of 
this "Law of Population," human society must have poverty and crime. Poverty 
Is die absolutely certain result of this law, and crime to a very large 
extent is its creation... The major common reason for poverty is seldom or 
almost never whether die distribution of wealth Is just, or whether rich 
people have the obligation to supply working people with work and sustenance 
yet fall to do so. The reason Is that working people, materially speaking, 
do not have the right to demand this or that item from rich people. These 
main "truths" are all based on his theory and derived from "The Law of 
Population." 

Malthus further thought that there were just two methods of preventing 
"surplus" population. The first one was that of natural limitations, namely, 
war and natural calamities as well as all the other factors which act to 
increase the death rate. The second was that of preventive cheeks which 
depressed the birth rate and which were also called "moral" methods of 
limitation. As an actual government policy, Malthus proposed that nations 
should not recognise the right of the poor to succor, and furthermore, that 
they should abolish "Poor Laws." He therefore thought that tha poverty of 
the poor should be the responsibility of the poor, and that relief should not 
be given them in order to avoid population Increase. The foregoing are the 
principles of Malthus' "Theory of Population." 

Marx and Engels long ago refuted Malthus' " Theory of Population" 

which Whitewashed the true reasons for poverty and unemployment under the 

* 

capitalist system, and this "theory" must also be declared bankrupt when 
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hm of capitalist accumulation,, The increase in production under th® 
capitalist system is accompanied by growth in. the organic composition of 
capital,, But the demand for labor (timbers of persona employed) is not 
determined by total capital, but is instead determined only by the variable 
part of that- capital,, As technology advances the variable part of total 
capital decreases relative to constant capitals Therefore*, along with the 
aceumLatiom ©f capital and the increase in the organic structure ©f capital 5 
the demand for labor declines relatively even though the total number of 
persons in the proletariat increases fi with the result that soma workers are 
unable to find work and clearly seem surplus<> These workers constitute 
tshat is ©ailed "relative surplus population " 0 That portion ©f workers thrown 
out of production comprises the industrial reserve areyc*=*=the arsy @f the 
wesralcyedo "The relative mass of the industrial reserve arsy increases 
therefore with the potential easrgr of traaltho But th® neater this reserve^ 
arsy in proportion to the active labor^t^rEy*, th© greater is th® mass of a 
consolidated surplus^pcpiCLatie©*, • whose misery is in inverse ratio to its 
tormsnt of labor 0 a oThis is th® absolute general law of capitalist accusjulo^ 

|A> 

ti©n 0 B Th® general law of capitalist sceusaalatioa is the law of thQ ae= 
cumulation of wealth at on© pole and the accumulation ©f poverty at the other,. 
The accumulation ©f capital sesaas the enlargement of th® proletariat^ th© 
developmental process of capitalism is tha'grocess of relative and absolute 
isapoverishEisat of th® proletariate We ©am sea clearly from th© foregoing that 
in capitalist society*, the reason for the pover^ of th© laboring sasoos is 
not ® "law @f population which has the natur© of m eternal natural law 3 *, 
but is the capitalist system itself 0 


Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9 



Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9 ; 


6 


I 

i 

f 


When Marx was studying the production methods of capitalism as 

well as its corresponding production i-elations, he wound up discovering the 

law of population under capitalism which he expressed as follows: ''Kith the 

magnitude of social capital already functioning, end the degree of its increase, 

with the extension of the scale of production, and the ass of the labourers 

set in motion, with the development of the produc ivencss of their labour, 

with the greater breadth and fullness of all sources of wealth, there is also 

an extension of tie scale on which ,r- .• bar- attraction of laborers by capital 

is accompanied by their .greater repulsion j the rabidity of the change in the 

organic composition of car its 1, and in its technical form increases, and an 

increasing number of spheres of rodr.etd.on become involved in this charge, 

now simultaneously , now alternately. The labouring population, therefore, 

produces along with the accumulation of card tel produced by it, the means 

by which itself is >ade relatively superfluous, is turned into a relative 

surplus populationj and it don^t this to an always increasing extent. This 

6 / * 

is the law of population pec^lusi" to tic capitalist mode of production.. The 

Textbook of Politic al i’conony has in turn «• xnr essed this lair in simple terms as 

follows: "In capitalist society, while capital accumulates and the wealth of 

the society increases, some working people must inevitably become surplus. 

They are consequently dropped from production, impoverished and brought close 

bo hunger . The law of population under ca-italism is the product of the 

7/ 

production relations of capitalist society." 

The basic point of Mai thus 1 law of population was that the rate of 
increase in the production of the r teens of subsistence i.ill never catch up 
with the rate of increase of the popul; td.on.iSnd so he bases his argument on 
the "law of diminishing returns from the land." But the "law of diminishing 
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return from the land" has no real basis, because it slights technological 

advance, scientific invention and the increase in the productive power of 

society. Lenin long ago pointed out that the law of diminishing returns from 

the land is decidedly not applicable at a juncture when technology is in the 

1 / 

process of advance, and production methods are in process of revolution. 

Even among capitalist economists there are some who recognize and understand 

this point. For example, E. Roll, having criticized Malthus* "Theory of 

Population," said, " as a dynamic principle, the law of diminishing returns 

from the land has obviously been overthrown. Its place in modern economics 

9/ 

can only be considered as a law of the ideal state of static equilibrium." 
Because of the failure of their theoretical bases, Malthus* "Theory of 
Population" and Ricardo's "Theory of Change of Differential Land Values" 
have no foundation whatever. 

The facts of the development of social-acanamies exemp lify the error 

of Malthus' "Theory of Population." The statistical materials of certain 

capitalist nations show that not only does population not increase according 

to geometric progression, but that it does not increase one-fold in twenty- 

five years. The Increase of production moreover does not fall behind increase 

of population. On the contrary, it exceeds the increase of population. Take 

America as an example. If we consider 1899 to be 100, from then up to 1939 

the 75% total population growth, the 87% rise in the numbers of employed 

workers and the 247% increase of industrial production represent almost 

10 / 

three-fold increase. Production Increased 99% per employed worker. 

The periodic economic crises of capitalist society are even more clearly 
contradictory to Malthus* "theory." Production surpluses appear 
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d'ssdlng periods @£ ©ccsioffii© crisis and large quantities of commercial goods 
stuff warehouses and cannot be put into circulation to the point T-Jhere 
©apifealiatsr, for the sake of mMntaining wages and prices p pitilessly throw 
largo quantities of esffimercial goods into the sea or burn the% while at the 
fiasio tim© a large number of unemployed eadst who are unable t© find foodo 
It is ©bvieus that under these circumstances p population surpluses ©asm@t in 
oay w£§r exp lain ©ither the lack ©f Means of subsistence ©r the poverty stricken 
lif© ©f the laboring masses □ 

The socialist construction eaqperienee of RussiQy China and the other 
Peapls® s Republics proves the bankruptcy of MaXthus 9 ''population theory* 9 t© 
ess ©v©a greater 3 degr©©o ¥© have already seen oad p moreover p personally 
p®?i<§a©@d the fact that ia nations .which have overthrown the ©s&pX©Itativ© 
nal® @f the landlord and sapitaUst eXasses p no matter whether they feav© 
already ©sastructed socialism ©r are just ia ‘the process of jsaseing iat@ 
s@©ialisa 0 the material welfare of the lab@ring masses has continuously 
risen and unemployment aad poverty P now @?@duaHy disappearing,, will ©vcatnalo 
3y b© eliminated <> ‘This circumstance still mor© forcefully explains th© 
fa©t that the poverty and unemployment @f the working classes must hov® been 
pr@du@©d by th© capitalist system itself and is definitely nob P ©s Molthue 
had theorised j, produced by an eternal law of populations 

H&Lthus 8 ‘'Theory of Population" has been widely used t@ advance the 
defence ©1 poverty and ©rim© under capitalism as well as the aggressive acts 
@£ fascist imperialism In the latter half of the 3£th century 0 fSeo°MaXthasiaa^ 
1st® succeeded to Malthu© 9 theory and foreafally maintained that poverty and 
ra©^l©ps©at in th® working class u©r@ fe?aceabl® to error on th© port of th® 
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working people 8 they had multiplied themselves too fasto Meo^Malthusianists 
went further and announced that working people roust reform their tray of liv- 
ing;, that is 0 they should practice birth control 0 

Prior to the Second World War p German Fascism and Japanese militarism 
both used Mai thus 8 “theory" to justify and whitewash their own aggressive 
policies o They absurdly maintained that in their nations there es&sted ab- 
solute population surpluses p land deficiency and insufficiency of the means 
©f 0 ubsistenc© o so that only by expanding living space fl taking away other 
nations 0 land 9 slaughtering other nations 0 peoples and particularly by des- 
troying inferior races could they get rid of their national “population 

if 

surpluses „ 

Today c the apologists ©f American monopolistic capital also use 
Malthus 0 reactionary theory to defend America 0 s expansionist policies and 
preparations for the aggressive acts of World War XIX o For example 0 the 
Meo-Malthusianist William Vogt firmly maintains that according to Malthusian 
theory the world can only sustain from ^OOgOOO^OOO to 9 GO 0 000 a 000 people^ 
hence the remainder are all surplus populations He shamelessly maintains that 
war and famine are good things because they reduce populations H® says that 
famine in China is' not only suitable but necessary® He also says that America 0 a 
optimum population is 100 ,,000^000 and that since America has already far 
exceeded this number a its way out ©f the situation lies in expanding living 
space 0 stealing other nations 0 land and wiping out the peoples of other nations® 
He further proposes a new war in order to reduce the people of Europe s Africa 
and Asia by one third or one half so that this region may besoms the colony 

n/ 

©f American monopolistic capital forever® 

W© saxst immediately uncover and sternly expose the error of the gen- 
eral use of Mai thus 0 “Theory of Population" for the purpose of defending 
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th© eeonoraie expansion of monopolistic capital and wars of imperialist 
aggression , 

In Old China there had been esrly research and theory on population 
problems o As early as X?93 0 for example^ in the Ch»ien Lung period of th© 
Gh°img dynasty^ five years earlier than Hal thus 8 "Theory of Population t, 0 " . 
the Ch°iea Lung Chin~Shth Hung Liang°chi published his book on population 
theory D the I°Yen 0 Hung Liang=ehi also believed that population growth 
was likely to be faster than the growth of production In his opinion^ 
moreover s population could in thirty years increase five fold and in sixty 
years ten fold which is very much faster than the speed which Malthus estimate 
©do He put it this ways N 00 ®in the time of great= great ^andfatfesr and 
great grandfather j, wasteland was not yet completely developed and vacant 
allotments not yet entirely ©eeupied® But tillable land today does not 
exceed the amount of such land at that time by more than double or at most 
thr@© ©e five fold while the number of households and the sis® of th© p@p» 
ulation have increased ten or twenty fold® For this reason the number. of 
fields and houses are usually insufficient to the demand while population end 
households may often be superfluous® There are a furthermore^ f amili es which 
are in possession of more than their share so that in fact each such faMSy 
ffisy deprive hundreds of people of homes and land® No wonder people di© of 
the wind and rain 9 ffe'ora the frost and dew or of hunger and cold® 53 

In this way fl the increase of population becomes a sort of population 
pressure on society® How is the problem to be solved? Hung L&amg=ehi 
gested the following remedies® The first is the method of natural adjus tmen t® 
ra Xt is asked s is there & method in nature? The answer is s yeSo 
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drought, flood and plagsse are mature 0 s method of adjustment." Eat be 
e@nsidered that natural limits to p®pulati@m are still not enough. He said, 

•* o 00 £b@s® die fro© drou§$it and flood do not exceed on® ©r t>3® tenths ©f 
tb@ population." He therefore advocated a second course,, the method of 
government adjustment. He proposed that the Emperor and bis ministers 
@rgaaize tb© reclamation of wasteland and transfer some pespl®, that they 
decrease and listen the land tax and the poll tax, and if a natural disaster 
©ccur©, t@ give appropriate succor. Accordingly be said, "...1st there b© 
a© £al!®» fields ia the countryside, and there will be no unused labor; 
transfer farmers t® live ia the newly developed border loads „ Reduce tb® 
complexity and the wai $tfc of taxes according to present conditions sad 
earlier precedents. Forbid frivolous waste and reduce tbe concentration of 
land. Sf drought @r pestilence occur, ©pen the graineries sad relieve the 
people. Shis is all that is necessary." Bafc, we can see that tb© second 
method is really not a method of limiting population increase, and trans- 
ferring people does a© sere than create an appropriate adjustment between 
- regions of population density and regions of population sparsity, s@ fro® 
tbe point ©2 view of tbe whole nation and society, population is really not 
decreased because of this. Lightening taxes and relieving natural disasters, 
@n the contrary, soften tbe action of natural checks to tb© population and 
can only reinforce factors which increase population. W© can, therefore, ses 
that for the purpose of solving population problems, there are some 
inconsistencies in Hung Liang-chi 0 s theory. This is, however, not comparable 
to Mai thus who although more plausible and consistent, formed a misanthropic, 
anti-scientific theory. 
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Although Itag Liaag<=ehi erred 2n Mb ostteatisa ©£ pop&latiaa, 
grewth md p&odaetlm iscressej, am?! aiso 9 the r.ieihed of g^ramest adjwterioat 
tMeSi fee proposed was &@t the issthed for adjusting the increase of populcties 
whisk he ted imgissd sinee it w@s riddled with is© ra sists&sies s yet -tea 
sslntiess which ho proposed teeh ©§ lightening taxes ©Ed Easing peoplo did 
Eat fail to be eoastructiTO ®d taaaaitarfan sucgastiosso At the sssaw tme 
be csuragoeuslly msoworte the fast ttet the fxraqmmsr with whisk ga©g2e d&ad 
frea ©old sad teagor at ttet time ms duo to dopei^atiea of latee, tte. t ls p 
it ms tha result of a easlX au»iban of people usurping a^ildbie production 
isatsrials ate views of subgigtsaeoo Precisely because ©f thisg, there ms 
®0 ertfeedoK Ifelthusisn militancy is Stag L2affig=©M,®s theory of population 
t© be joyfully ssstehed by those wh© 9 is Ohis aa ate abroad^ ser^e the aim 
©f ©gpsessiag* fleecing ate killing working people » 

She i&flueace of Husg Liaag^eM. 5 ® thoory on our &i-m scholarly 
world ms a©t K»ry greats Genuine! IlaltbusSmisan was introduced ist® (Mm 
en the heels of the ecmarieaX products @f feiporlalisn ?lsn (Meb ms 
eolealscd at the ete of the CM lag dp®sty<> As seen as IB0.th.us 3 population 
tk3@sy reached theorists at the Ch&ing oourt established it 9 ate used 

it t© defend tho coctroaiely corrupt gmemsmit ©f that tijao 9 ate radio it the 
theoretical basis for tho slaughter sf tho thoa rising rwclutionssy masses 0 
By the tine of the rsactienary ICixonfntang goreraaeffitp there were 
a few scholars studying population problems Q Shay took owsr MaXtteso 
theosy eisn more systotKai lc@X3y ate firmly mfertaSmod that the reason £m> 
poverty site easfusien is (Mnose socle ty was the oxsess population ®£ Oklsa^ 
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Kagllsh philosopher and soeiologists e@ that they could distort the meaning 

@£ the ©eerassd.e sad population problems of China of that tdssso They repeats© 

what Sponsor had satd p ts i%e lowsr living thing® ©r@ fl the more fertile^ the 

higher they ars 9 ‘the less fertile o Therefor© the fertility of mankind is fsr 

less than @ 1 © futility ©f the tear mimalSp and the futility of cultured 

p<s®pXs in turn £a lass Si® the fertility ©f vulgar peoplso* 8 Therefore h® 

©onsidarsd that "Sis h±$i©r the birth rat® of a natie% the lower Si© standard 

@f living @f its people 'sad the weak®? its ecoraosyg the tear its cultural 

levelo" They based themselves era this when they theorized ©bout China 0 a 

population problems and mintaincd that p “although we depend <sa high fertility 

to k@@p the population fe»©m extinction given our nation 0 e <ssstr©m®2y high birth 

rate s yet high birth and death rates are th© reason why China 0 ® present gowra° 

sent is off the track p the eeoaosie situation deteriorating^ and ©specially 

th® rsasea for th© cruel adjustments of famine P flood a war and p@stiX©as®o 

Sine® th© food problem is a population probXe% im therefore hep® to adopt 

th© fundamental method® of selective marriage and birth control 3a order t© 

22 / 

iaprovo th© quality of th© popul & tion a 511 Following this 'thessy p® ©oh© studonts 

mm tssnt s© far as to suggest ttot th© tost thing for China 9 s population 

problaa would be ts> d££a?eoss) f'&P'&si? s©m@Ehst th© tog® population of that 

tia®o Mhat has been ©aid above represents th© ©pinions of on© group of 

23 / 

population theorists in Old China,, It is very clear that these theories ar© 
all ©spmded second editions of Malthusianism and fec^Malthusianisao They 
@11 distort the ©a use of China 0 s social poverty at th© leasts advance 
th® defense ©f th© ©igj loitative nSL® of the feudal cos^xrador© class ®d 
imperialist agression on China in the old Chinese social system© 
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II 

Tho Lau of Population Under Socialism and Its Function 

The substitution of new socialist production relationships for tho 
former capitalist production relationships demonstrates the fact that the 
exploitative relationships of capitalist aconcnic law have lost effoct 0 The 
basic economic law of modern capitalism has retired from the scene j the 
general law of capitalist accumulation is no longer in operation, VJlth the 
birth and development of socialist production relationships, the basic 
economic law of socialism, the law of planned and proportional development 
of the national economy and the general law of socialist accumulation, having 
been initiated, began to develop further and enlarge in function. 

The law of capitalist accumulation functions so as to causa tho 
trealth of the exploitative classes to grow, and to cause the unavoidable 
impoverishment of the laboring masse s<, Contrary to this, the law of soc ialis t 
accumulation has fixed the continuous increase of national wealth with one 
part of not income to be continuously usod to enlarge production in order to 
fulfil the daily increasing needs of the tiiole society,, The function of the 
law of socialist accumulation is both to increase national wealth and to 
continuously raise the level of the material and cultural life of the pooplo. 
Under the socialist system, the law of population under capitalism 
has now entirely lost effect, and the law of population under socialism has 
begun to function,, The Textbook of Political hconany compiled by tho economic 
Research Institute of the Soviet Academy of Science las nade the followin'* 
pronounoonent with respect to socialist population laws "The sue stance of the 
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ltw of population under socialism lies in the continuous end rapid growth 
of population, the very high level of the material welfare of the people, 
the very low morbidity and death rate and the simultaneous full and ration- 

w 

al utilization of those who can work." V’e consider that this single pro- 
nouncement expresses the chief characteristic of employment, the people's 
livelihood and population change under the socialist system, but in some 
respects these characteristics have not been stated with sufficient accuracy 
or completeness o Aside from individual sentences not properly translated, 
there are still some portions of the pronouncement which are not wholly com- 
patible with actual circumstances, and there is an important portion which 
has not been stated,, Basing ourselves on the circumstances of population 
changes in Russia in the socialist construction process, and taking into account 
the basic economic law of socialism as well as the influences and effects of 
other economic law, we have tentatively corrected and supplemented the pre- 
viously quoted law of population under socialism 0 We attempt to state this 
corrected and supplemented law as follows: "Under the condition of full and 
rational utilization of those who can work, the level of the material and 
cultural life of people will continuously and rapidly rise, the morbidity end 
death rates of the population will rapidly fall to the point where they ap- 
proach the very lowest limit set by physiological conditions, and from 
rapid increase, population numbers will gradually level off to a stable rate 
of growth o Under the premise of the elimination of urban-i’ural contradictions, 
and contradictions between non-manual and manual labor, as production develops 
the proportion of urban population relative to rural population arid industrial 
workers relative to farmers will gradually increase, and the great differences 
between city and 

Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9 



Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9 


16 


rural areas and between non-manual and manual labor will gradually shrlnko 
This Is tho substance of socialist population law." 

(1) Socialist population lav is first expressed in the fact that 
those who can trark are fully employed and rationally utilized* This point* 
moreover* is tho Important characteristic and vary basis of tho law. Tho 
Toxtboolc of Political litednony particularly stresses this aspect of the lav 
In the table of contents of the original text of the Russian edition* and 
this is basically correct. But the Chinese translation gives equal emphasis 
both to this aspoct of the lav, and to its other aspects* hence the trans- 
lation is not only erroneous} it cannot accurately express the original 
meaning o For this reason we recognize the necessity of making corrections 
basod on the implications of the original text of the Russian edition* 

Socialist population law as demonstrated specifically in this 
aspect reveals tho basic difference between it and capitalist population lav 
and ,therof ore , it reveals the great superiority of the socialist system. 

In capitalist nations* the any of the unemployed la an unavoidable 
long tern follow traveler. Even now in Ancrloa for example* the unemployed 
population i& what has previously been called the period of continuous 
economic prosperity has still maintained its usual numbers* in 195U tho 
figure was 3*230,000 persons; in 19$> it was 2*650,000 persons} and in 1 956 
it was 2*390*000 persons. The number of poopla uho are semi-unemployed are 
not Included in thoso figures. 

Contrary to the capitalist system* tho number of industrial and 

white collar workers must unceasingly Increase under the socialist system 
because it has reformed production relations and eliminated or ia just in the 
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process otf g llnln stlng u n a np loymaiit , and also because of the c ont inuous 

development of Its production. In 1928, the number of industrial and whito 

collar workers In Fussia was 10,800,000 persons* by 1955 it had increased to 

1*8,1*00,000 persons, an average yearly increase of 1,1*00,000 persons. Uhsra* 

plcyment has boon olininatod in the Soviet Union. In this country, because 

the scenery of traditional China was completely backward, tho popple unusually 1 

poor and the unonplpyed and somi-unemployod population numerically groat, it 

is not entirely realistic to plan to wipe out unemployment left over fran tho 

old society in the voiy short period after the establishment of the people’s 

government under tho leadership of the working class c But wo can say 

positively that with our country's economic reocrveiy of the past three years 

and the implementation of the First Five Year Plan, unemployment is by now in 

the process otf being gradually reduced and the number of employed white collar 

and industrial workers increases conspicuously every year. Aside from tho 

farm population and un-collectivizod handicraft workers, small merchants, 

paddlars and so forth who are not estimated, tlie number of industrial and 

white collar workers in this country was 21,020,000 persons in 1952. Baaod 

on our First Five Year Plan and the acooaparying development of econcnic and 

cultural affairs, it is estimated that by 1957 the figure will increase to 

25,21*0,000, an average yearly increase of 81*0,000 persons. The implementation 

of tho Plan resulted in a far greater increase in actual over planned nutnbora 

by 

by 1956, and in fact, the figure increasec^norc than 2,200,000 industrial and 
white collar vortsoffl each year. If we include those 600,000 vergers in tro?.n 
ing olasses and in secondary industrial schools on national scholarships, then 
the figure for tho whole country has increased by more than 2,800,000 persons 

M/ 

each year. 
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(2) Socialist population law is demonstrated secondly in tho fact 
of the continuous and speedy rise in the level of the material and cultural 
life of tho people. In terms of national Inc one, the total amount of tho 
Soviet national income in 19#i when estimated in relation to comparable 
prices, is twice as large as in 19h$» ton times as large as in 1929 and 
fourteen tines as large as in 1913. On the other hand, tho total amount of 
the American national income when similarly estimated according to ocnperable 
prices, increased 12* over 19U5 but only approaches double that of 1929. If 
one considers tho factor of the distribution of national income, because in 
America tho amount of the portion -which tho capitalist class gets is far 
greater than that of the working class and other laboring people, the rate of 
increase in the income of the former class is also greater than that of the 
latter class, hence the speed of the Increase of the total amount of income 
of the majority laboring masses can even less roach the above cited figures. 

In toms of Tjagos, the actual wages of white collar and Industrial workers 
increased in the Soviet Union between 19^0 and 19J>U„ If the yearly 
increase in expenditure going to facilities for the cultural and social lifo 
of the nation’s people is added to the above figures then the gross income) 
of Industrial and white collar workers doubled in this period. If I9$h is 
compared with tho year previous to the revolution, then the actual wages of 
Soviet white collar and Industrial workers increased five tines. No capitalist 
nation can natch this speed of increase in tho actual wages of Soviet industrial 
and whi te collar workers.. 

In terms of conditions In this country, the average consumption per 
person of tho nation’s farmers, based on surveys of the Economic Research 
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Institute of tho Aoadony of Science of China, and the statistics of the 
national Bureau of Statistics, was 61.2 Yuan In 1936 (both these and the 
following figures are estimated according to 1952 price levels), and the 
average consumption of white collar and industrial workers of the nation 
was 130 Tflfla P®r person* From liberation to tho termination of the period 
of economic rocovoiy in 1952, the average consumption for farmers was 72 Y ,ign 
pa r person and for white collar and industrial workers it was 151 Y ”* 0 -, In 
1 956 this figure was 8 1 Yuan for farmers and for tjhite collar and industrial 
rafters it tms 179,6 Yuan per person* We can soo from these figures that the 
level of consumption for white collar and industrial rafters of the nation 
has roughly risen 303 over 1936 which was the year previous to the Japanese 
War, and 193 over 1952, the last year of the recovery period 0 Similarly, 
the level of consunption of farmers has risen about 32.33 between 1936 and 
1956 and was up roughly 12*53 over 1952 0 When estimates are based on tho 
period between 1952 and 1956, tho level of consumption of white collar and 
industrial rafters rose an average U. l£> each year, while that of farmers 
rose 33 o In terns of wages, similar conditions cone to light* Wages for 
industrial and whito collar workers were up 33*53 in 1956 over 1952, oxoeeding 
the indicated 33$ wage Increase set by tho First Five Year Plan. Even if tho 
fhetor of rise in tho price of certain ccn loditios is omitted, the actual 
wages of white collar and Industrial workers have still conspicuous!!/ risen. 
Comparing 1 955 and 1952, cash wages Increased 20.23, actual wages 123, compar- 
ing 1952 and 1956, cash wages Increased 33*53 and actual wages Increased 223. 
If welfare aid, social insurance, public paid nodical expenses, social and 
cultural facilities and so on are added, the increase In gross incane of 
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•white oollar and industrial workers should ceroood the previously stated 
figures. 

(3) Socialist population law i c yot again demonstrated in tho 
fact that the morbidity and death rates of the population rapidly fall and 
approach the lowest limit set by physiological conditions. Under the 
socialist system, booause the material welfare of people rapidly rises, and 
sooial nodical facilities are conspicuously improved, tho morbidity and death 
rates of the population therefore continuously fall. The fall is rapid at 
first and then gradually approaches the louost limit set by physiological 
conditions. Tho great superiority of the socialist system is shown In this 
way. To explain tho characteristics and function of socialist population 
law Whioh are revealed in this respect, and its points of superiority to tho 
capitalist Bye ton, tie set forth in the tablo boloc; the changed conditions 
In death ratos of tho Soviet population from the Evolution to recent years, 
with the change in death ratos of tho populations of major capitalist na tions 

w 

for the sano period. 

CHAH3E III POPUIATICXJ DEATH RATES 
(Per 1,000) 


Tear 

Soviet 

Union 

America 

-iigland 

Prance 

Pest 

Germany 

1913 

30.2 

13.2 

llt.2 

17.7 

1U.8 

1926* 

20.3 

11.8 

12.0 

16.6 

11.8 

19U0 

18.3 

MM 

(MmM 

•NMi 

MMM 

3550 

9 06 

— 

MM. 

(MM 

MM 

1951 

9.6 

MM 

MM» 

MMM 

MMM 

155 2 

9o3 

•M 

OMM# 

— « 

<MM» 

1953 

9.0 

MM 

«M» 

MM 

MM 

195U 

8.9 

MM 


MMM 

— M 

3555 

o.u 

w. 

Ho 7 

12*2 

10*3 



figures for each capitalist country ref or to 1927-1928 censuses. 
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Sovorol things oan be seen In the abavo table. First is the very 
rapid dec line of the Soviet death rate. In the pre «<revolut iooary iws pq r W 
Russian period, the death rate was vary highs 30 in 1913, After the 
revolution and the establishment of Soviet Russia, the death rate showed a 
ppsedjr declines in 1926 it declined to 20, In 2$h0 to 18, in 1950 to 9,6 and 
In 19 55 to 8Ji, Secondly, no major capitalist nation is able to match this 
rate of decline in death rate 0 In the pro-rovolutionaiy year, 1913, the 
death ratos of several major capitalist nations were roughly half that of 
Imperial Russia, but after the revolution the death rate of the Sovlot 
population speedily foil, while the death rates of several major capitalist 
countries fell very slowly, far slower than the Soviet rate. Thirdly, aftor 
1953* the Soviet death rate, aside from the Importantly immigr an t population 

1 y 

of Australia and Ilew Zealand, is the lowost among the nations of the world, 
la 1955* the Soviet death rate was further lcmorod to 8,U and even notr, 
America, which has the lowest death rate among the above men tioned several 
major capitalist nations— estimated In 1955 to be 9,3— is still MgW > +hm> 
the Sovlot Uhlan, The superiority of the socialist system to capitalism is 
fully shown in this respect. 

Concerning the circumstances of socialist population law expressed 

In morbidity and death rates, our statement and the statement of the Textbook 

of Political Jooncty is not entirely the same. The statement of the Textbook 

of Poli tical l&encry is, "the morbidity and doath rates of the population aro 

very lew*' 4 This sort of statement is right, but doesn't go far enough, and 

the 

is not sufficiently accurate. This is booauso it does not refer to/to ndency 
of the morbidity and death rates to change undor the socialist system; 


_ Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9 



^^^^^^^^^pprove^o^eleas^009/06/0^CI^DP8^0246A00970068000^^^^^^^™ 

* 

* m 

22 

moreover, since the wording "very low*' Is conparatively vague, there is no 
reference to the conditions and standards on which it is based « In order 

’ i 

to supplement its deficiency in this respect we correct it to read, "the 
morbidity and death rates of the population fall until they approach the 
lower limit set by physiological conditions 0 " This shows on the one hand the 
tendencies and characteristics of change in the death rate under the socialist 
system, and on the other hand, connects the limit of fall of the death 
rate with the physiological conditions of a given period of human society 0 
It can be seen fVom the above table that the rate of decline in 
the death rate of the Soviet Union was comparatively rapid in the first 
period of socialist construction, and that after 1950 it was comparatively 
slowo This clearly means that the death rate of the Soviet Union ha 3 already 
approached the lower limit set by the physiological conditions of a, given 
period of human society* People are not immortal hence the death rate has 
a natural and physiological lower limit,, But the lower limit which natural 
and physiological conditions set is in turn inseparable from social condi- 
tions 0 As society develops, this lower limit itself will still continue to 
fall because of improvement in the livelihood of people and the advance of 
medical skill, but the more it falls the slower it falls c It is known that 
death rates and life expectancy are closely related so that the lower the 
death rate the longer the life expectancy 0 Some people have discussed the 
correlation of these two phenomena : "if the death rate is 35, the life 
expectancy of the population is less than 30 years j if the death rate is 

20, life expectancy will then be 50 years? if the death rate falls to 12, 

18 / 

life expectancy is more than 80 years," The facts also show that there 
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is a close relationship between the death rate and life expectancy bat the 
rise in life expectancy is not as large as stated above. Because the 
available materials are limited we attempt to set forth the death rate and 

life expectancy for several countries below s© that the correlation of these 

22 / 

factors may be seen. 

THE RELATIONSHIP of DFATH RATE and LIFE EXPECTANCY 


tear range 




1908*1912 

India 

32.8 

23 

1838-181*2 

England 

22,1 

hi 

1926 

USSR 

20.3 

hk 

1903 1912 

France 

18.5 

50 

1903-1912 

Germany 

16.9 

U9 

1918*1922 

America 

13 >7 

56 

1918-1922 

England 

13. 7 

57 

1918 1922 

Australia 

10-5 

61 

1955 

USSR 

8.1* 

61* 


Although the circumstances of each country in each year period 
are different v and the differences in life expectancies are especially 
influenced by infant mortality,, yet the close relationship between the death 
rate and life expectancy is very clear and easily seen. In England between 
1838 and 181*2, the death rate ~as 22, life expectancy was 1 * 1 $ in 1918-1922, 
the death rate fell to 13.7s life expectancy rose to 57 years. It must be 
further understood that the fall of the death rate and the increase of 
life expectancy is determined by the social conditions of a nation and the 
physiological condition of the population. The major thing in what is 
termed "social condition" is the economic system of the society . When 
socialist production relationships supplant capitalist production relation- 
ships j, the b&sls of the social factors which hinder and slow the fall of 
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the death rate is thee removed, and this in turn causes the death rate t© 
fail rapidly until it approaches the lowest limit set by the physiological 
conditions of a given period of human society,, After the death rate 
approaches or roaches this lowest limit, because the lowest limit itself 

can fall, the death rate is also able to decline further, but the more it 

% 

declines the slower it falls „ The explanation of the case of the Soviet 

Union is that when the death rate falls from 30 to 20 and further to XO, 

in other words, when life expectancy rises from 30 or U0 years to U0 or 60 

and further to 70 years, the rate of rise is comparatively great.. But when 

life expectancy has risen to 60 or 70 years, and if it still must rise to, 

for example, say 80 or 90 or further to 100 or more as is probably possible 

and necessary, its rate of rise must certainly slow down. In other words, 

when the death rate has fallen to 10 or further to 8„U» still further fall 

is possible and necessary, but the rate of fall must certainly lessen. 

In Old China, the death rate was very high, sometimes higher 

than i»0 or more, averaging about 30, because the majority of the laboring 

masses lived an extremely Impoverished life under imperialism, feudalism 

and under the oppression and economic exploitation of the government of the 

20 / 

comprador bourgeoisie * The death rate fell swiftly after liberation 
because the life of the people was greatly improved. According to the 1953 
census of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the death rate for the whole 
nation was 17 per thousand* Moreover, according to the results of the 19$h 

survey of 25 provinces and one autonomous area, the average death pate f©r 

/ , 

the whole nation was roughly 15 per thousand-. The present fall of the 
death rate of this nation to one half the previous rate has been very rapid,. 
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On the one hand this expresses the operation of the law of population under 
socialism and the very similar circumstances between the present rapid 
decline in the nation's death rate and the first period of socialist con- 
struction in Russia o On Idle other hand it fully explains the Great superi- 
ority which the socialist system shows in this respect * 

(U) The law of populate cn under socialism also implies that the 

size of the population will gradually attain a stable rate of growth front 

i 

the rapid growth of the first period 0 

The rate of natural increase of a population (namely the net rate), 
is equal to the birth rate less the death rate, and is the result of inter- 
action between the birth rate and the death rate 0 Moreover, in a given 
society, the trend of the birth rate and death rate is fundamentally limited 
by the economy and the level of cultural life determined in turn by the 
production relationships of that society 0 Under different socio-economic 
systems, the natural rate of increase (including the birth rate and death 
rate) will show different trends c We attempt to divide anal/tloaUy the 
trend in the present natural rate of increase of each nation (including 
birth and death rates) into three categories according to different economic 
systems and levels of productive power. 

The first category is that of colonial and semi-colonial nations 
or capitalist nations in the first stage of development whose level of de- 
velopment of productive power is relatively low« In these nations, 
the level of development of productive power is not high end the standard of 
living of laboring people is relatively low because they were oppressed and 
exploited by imperialism and feudalism or when in the first period of cap® 
i tali 8m, they were affected by feudalistic remnants c As a result, the 
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birth rate is high, the death rate is also high and the natural rate of ! 

i 

Increase is not large c For example, traditional China, pre-independence 

India, Egypt, Chile, pre-revolutionary Russia, early 19th Century England, 

21 / 

France and Germany all showed these conditions « See table below**"" 

BIRTH, DEATH AND NATURAL INCREASE RATES OF THE FIRST CATEGORY 


Country 

Year 

Per 1,000 

death Rate 
Per 1,000 

Natural increase 
Per 1,000 

(Ed China 

1930 

38 oO 

33«0 

5.0 

India 

1908-1912 

38 «3 

32.8 

5.5 


1929-1932 

36 oO 

26 o9 

9.1 

Egypt 

1908-1912 

U5.2 

26,5 

18,7 


1929-1932 

Wu h 

27.7 

16,7 

Chile 

.1908-1912 

39.5 

31.7 

7.8 

Inperial 

1929-1932 

39.5 

2l*o5 

15,0 j 

Russia 

1913 

U7o0 

30,2 

16,8 

England 

1838-18 

31.6 

22.1 

9.5 ; 

France 

1818-1822 

31.7 

25.3 

6,U 

Germany 

18U8-1852 

36,1 

27,0 

9.1 


The conditions shown in this table are generally a high birth 


rate, a high death rate and a low rate of natural increase, less than ten 
per thousand o But there are also the special cases of Egypt, Chile and 
Inperial Russia whose natural rate of increase is above 15, while Egypt's 
reaches' 19 o This is because in the base period, not only was the death rate 
of these nations high, but their birth rate was even higher, more than U0 
per thousand which causes the rise in the natural rate of increase,, 

The second category consists of capitalist nations whose level of 
development of productive power is higher or who are in the last stages of 
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development, Their death ratee are unquestionably declining gradually but 
their birth rates decline even more (in comparison to their incipient 
stage of development). As a result, their natural rate of increase is also 
not high and usually has a declining trend. See table below: 


THE 3*8001 CATBGOHI of BIRTH, DEATH Old &ATDRAL INCREASE RATES 


Country 

Tear 

Birth Bate 
Per 1.000 

Eeath Kate 
Per 1,000 

Natural Increase 

Per 1,000 

England 

1913 

21.7 

lii.2 

7.5 


1955 

I5eh 

11.7 

3.7 

Franoe 

1913 

18.8 

17.7 

1.1 ! . 


1955 

18 o 6 

12.2 

6..U 

West Germany 

1913 

27.0 

Hi„8 

12.2 

- 

1955 

15 7 

10.8 

U.9 

America 

1913 

29.0 

13.2 

11.8 


1955 

2U.6 

9.3 

15.3 

Australia 

1903-1912 

27.2 

10.7 

16.5 


1929-1932 

18.2 

8.7 

9.5 1 

Nsw Zealand 

1903-1912 

26.7 

9.U 

17.3 


1929-1932 

184 

8.3 

10.1 


Of the conditions sham in this table, only for America does the 
trend of the natural rate of increase remain on a higher level because of 
the greater decline in death rate over birth rate In this period!, The 
natural rate of Increase of France also came up to 6„U per thousand from 
her position as the world «e lowest level of 1.1 because the death rate 
fill In this period while the birth rate basically maintained ltd original 
level. The other nations all show a greater decline in the birth rate 
over the death rate. The natural rate of inoraase of their population* 
has generally fallen to within 10 per thousand and seme to about 5 per 
thousand. 
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The third category consists of socialist nations a Aside from 
the Soviet Union, the histories of socialist nations are all quite short, 
and it is not easy to deduce a universal trend to their population changes 0 
But, we can make a tentative analysis of population trends in socialist 
nations based on the operation of the basic economic law of socialism on 
the material and cultural life of the people as well as its gradual influence 
cm population change considered in conjunction with the concrete conditions 
of Russia over ItO years 0 

The Textbook of Political Economy says £ when expressing the change 
in size of population under the socialist system, "Population grows con- 
tinuously and rapidly*," We consider that this statement only explains the 
conditions of the first period of socialist construction and cannot be 
applied to the entire socialist stage c We amend this statement to "the 
size of the population from rapid growth gradually reaches stable growth 0 " 

First we survey the operation and influence of the basic economic 
law of socialism*. Under the socialist system, no matter whether in Russia, 
in this country or in the other People’s Republics, production develops 
continuously and rapidly, the material and cultural life of the people 
continuously and rapidly rises, which exactly explains the beginning and 
daily enlarging operation of basic economic law under socialism. As has been 
stated previously, the rapid rise in the standard of living is shown 
in many aspects 0 The rapid decline of the death rate because of improvement 
in nutrition and in medical care is one of its major aspects*, Moreover, 
the improvement in the standard of living means that those who i'o -ncrly 
could not marry in Old China being prevented by economic poverty can now 
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marry „ Moreover, virility is strengthened because of the strengthening of 
peopled physique o These things cause a rising trend in the birth rate 0 
A rapidly falling death rate, combined with a rising birth rate, or a stable 
birth rate or a gradually fall in g birth rate must always lead to an increase 
in the rate of natural increase 0 

But the causes of the rising trend in the birth rate which we 
have analyse*} above are only one aspect of the effects produced on changes 
in population size by the basic economic law of socialism through raising 
the standard of livings This aspect is naturally important and shows quite 
clearly in the first period of socialist construction 0 If only observed 
in this aspect, it would naturally result in the continuous rapid growth of 
population over the whole socialist period,, But we must still examine on 
the other hand the effects produced on changes in size of the population by 
the basic economic law of socialism through Improvement in the standard 
of living as well as by social changes which arise from the establishment 
and enlargement of socialist production relationships, from technological 
revolution, the organization of production and from changes such as 
redeployment of productive power, lessening of urban^rural differences and 
change in the white collar and industrial composition of the population,. 

We now examine the birth rate of the population^ After the 
establishment of socialist production relati onships . and as the basic 
economic law of socialism begins and enlarges its operation, unquestionably 
there is first a rapid growth of population stimulated by improvement in 
the standard of living* But in company with it there :j.s also produced a 
movement pressing for late marriage and birth control for the benefit of 
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study and work, far the health of parents and children of the second 

generation, and for more rapid improvement and increase in the standard of 

| 

living 0 At the same time, as socialist industrialisation and farm collectivi- 

i 

sation develop and as communication and transportation extend, as new indus- 
trial sites are constructed and new mines built, production is organized 
and new cities established* These things just all inevitably influence, and 
moreover, are influencing the way of life of the people* The mode of work 
and life tMch was formerly individually managed and scattered, is how grad- 
ually becoming more concentrated and collectively managed* In this process 
of movement of rural population to cities, change of farm population in to 
Industrial population and the gradual change from scattered. Individual modes 
of life to concentrated, collectivized modes of life, the changes la modes 
of life and in working conditions would give rise to delayed marriages and 
lessened birth densities* In nations which formerly were economically and 
culturally backward, or nations whose capitalist development is not complete 
and have crossed to socialism, in addition to the past feudal marriage sys tem 
idiich has given way to the present free marriage system, such old customs and 
points of view as, "when a man is grown he should marry, when a woman is grown 
she should marry,” "there are three things vhich are un filial and to have 
no posterity is the worst,” and "raise sons to provide for one’s old age” 
also gradually change, which aids the elimination of early marriage land 
multiple births o Social change and technological revolution, like a cod, 

i 

fresh wind driving out the mists from a sweltering valley, make the days 

i 

seem new and the months feel different so that a demand has arisen among the 
broad laboring masses for a higher level of culture and scientific skill 
on a higher foundation of economic life* To know culture and scientific 
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skills, working people will be willing to delay their marriages ev>4 practice 
birth controls The above trends would retard the rise in the birth rate 
of the population and even hasten its decline, The more this trend continues, 
the more pronounced it will be as the level of material end cultural life 
rises in conjunction with the daily development of socialist construction* 

How we re-examine the death rate* As previously stated,, in the 
incipient period of socialist construction, the death rate rapidly declines, 
but when the decline approaches the lower limit determined by the physiological 
conditions of a certain society, the rate of fall slows 0 

As a result, on the other hand, the death rate with its rate of 
decline retarded in conjunction with a birth rate whose rate of increase ins 
also been slowed, or an unchanged birth rate or a levared birth rate must 
always retard the rise in the rate of natural increase or lead to a decline 
in the rate of natural increase,, 

It can be seen from this that under the socialist system, the basic 

economic law of socialism changes ways of life and ideological attitudes 

through raisin* the standard of living* With regard to idle size of the 

population, practically speaking, it promotes and increases tile birth rate 

on one hand and depresses and retards it cn the other* Some writers consider 

this a dialectical relationship between the basic economic law of socialism 

and the reproductive process of the copulation, and our point of view Is 

22 / 

similar* When these retarding and promoting operations begin, no matter 
which is the important one, they change, with the different developmental 

stages of socialist construction* Generally speaking, :.a the first period 
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of socialist construction the death rate quickly declines because of improve- 
ment in the standard of living, the birth rate changes less and the natural 
rate of increase goes up 0 As socialist construction gradually develops, 
the standard of living gradually gets higher, late marriage and birth control 
correspondingly appear, the birth rate gradually declines and the rate of 
fall of the death rate slows because it approaches its lower limits; and the 
natural rate of increase declines in turn 6 In simple terms, in the socialist 
construction process, the size of the population gradually reaches a stable 
rate of growth from the rapid growth of the first period c 

Secondly, we further analyze changes in population size based on 
the actual conditions prevailing in Pussia during the last hO years, and 
moreover, using Russia as a concrete example, attempt to explain the trend 
and possible lawfulness of changes in population size in socialist nations 0 
For the benefit of analysis and explanation we show the changes over the 

last HO years in the Russian birth rate, death rate, and net increase rate 

23/ 

(natural rate of increase) in the following table and figure s'*'” 
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RUSSIAN 

BIRTH RATE, DEATH 
(per 

RATE AND NET RATE OF 
thousand s 

INCREASE 

Year 

Birth Rate 

Death Rite 

Met Increase 

1913 

47.0 

30.2 

16.8 

1926 

44.0 

20.3 

23 7 

1940 

31-7 

18 3 

13.4 

1950 

26.5 

9.6 

16.9 

1951 

26.8 

9.6 

17 2 

1952 

26.4 

9,3 

17 1 

1953 

24.9 

9.0 

15 9 

1954 

26.5 

8.9 

17,. 6 

1955 

25.6 

8.4 

17.2 


CHART OP RUSSIAN BIRTH RATE, DEATH RATE AND NET RATE OF INCREASE 


Race oer thousand 
50 | 



1913 1926 1940 1950 1955 


Birth Rate 

Net Increase 
Otari; Rat e 


From the above table and figure it can be seen that since th« 
establishment of the Soviet Government , the birth rate of. the Russ 1. at 
population has gradually fallen until by 1950 it had basically read;-. 3 a 
gtable condition, changing very little,. The death rate af the Rusiiatt 
population rapidly fell during the first period of socialist cons t w< C ton 
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until after 1950 the speed of its fall slackened because It approached its 
lower limit* It is necessary to explain at this point that because we lack 
yearly figures for the period between I 9 I 4 O and 1950 it is not certain in 
either the case of the birth rate or of the death rate whether they first 
stabilized after 1950 or whether the speed of their fail had only begun to 
slacken at that time 0 In fact* it is possible that for several years prior 
to 1950 they had already begun to stabilize-.. The net increase rate of the 
Russian population in the first period of socialist construction- which was 
in fact the recovery period of their national econory, that is to say, ; the 
period before the start of the First Five Year Plan- -comparing the pre- 
revolutionary year 1913 with 1926, increased from 16 0 i to 2 3*7,. arising roughly 
one thtrdo If we examine the cause, we find it in the fact that after the 
establishment of socialist production relationships, the standard of living 
of the people continuously rose in the face of internal warfare and external 
armed intervention a Thus the death rate fell quickly j in this first period 
it fell by one third and the birth rate changed little, not falling more than 
72 >g Because we lack figures from 1926 to 19U0 we have no basis for knowing 
in what year after 1926 the net increase rate of the Russian population first 
began to fallo Up to 19U0, because the speed of the fall of the birth rate 
exceeded that of the death rate, the net rate of increase was very low being 
only 13»U per thousand „ After 1950, due to the stabilization of the birth 
rate, there was a comparatively slight fall of the death rate and the net 
growth rate changed very little, remaining roughly around 17. It can. even 
more clearly be seal from the above figure that when the birth 
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and death rates are both falling* if the rate of fail vf fchr death rate 
exceeds that of the birth rate the net rate of increase rises, On the 
other hand, if the rate of fall of the birth rate exceeds that of the death 

i 

rate then the rate of increase falls . i 

To summarize the trend of change in the population of Russia over 


the past forty years, it. can be said that in the first period of socialist 
construction $ because of improvement in the standard of livi,i> f ,, the death 
rate speedily fell and the birth rate changed little 9 and the net rate 
of increase trend was upward., In the period of the Third hive, fear j 
Plan* because the standard of living rose higher,, the phenomena of late 
marriage and birth control were produced and the rate of fall of the; birth 
rate exceeded that of the death rate., and the net- rata of increase 

in turn tended downward* After termination of the Second World War,; in 

| 

the period of the Fourth and Fifth Five Year i leus.,, the trend of the 
birth rate had fairly well stabilized and the speed of fall of the death 

I 

rate was slight and the net rate of increase of the population stabilized.. 
These actual Russian conditions explain the gradual trend to stable growth 
fToro an early rapid rate of growth of the population in the socialisit 

a/ 

construction process o’” 

Stable growth refers to the natural rate of increase of a population 

being basically stable, changing little or gradually failing. But die 

! 

natural rate of increase can stabilize at a comparatively high level or 


a/ For a comment on tliis claim see F c Lorimer , "Population Policy and 
Politics in the Cowraunist World" in P, Hauser ed„ Population and World 
politics* The Free press* 1958 o 
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at a relatively low one. The natural rate of increase is a product of the 
interaction of the birth rate and the death rate. When the death rate falls 
close to the lowest limit of physiological conditions , the most important factor 
influencing the natural rate of increase io the birth rate. For this reason, 
in the last period of socialist construction, whether the natural rate of 
increase stabilizes after all at a relatively high or loir level is decided 
by the fluctuations in the birth rote and the level at which it stabilizes,, 
According to Russian conditions, the birth rate stabilized after 1950 at a 
comparatively high level, namely about 2b Here, aside from the important 

function of the law of population under socialism or the basic economic lair 
of socialism, the population policy of the party and the nation has also a 
certain assisting function,. On June 27, 1936, the Central Standing Committee 
of Russia and the Committee of the Russian People proclaimed "Resolutions 
concerning the stopping of abortion, increase in material aid after birth, 
and resolved on State aid to families with raany sons and daughters and to 
enlarge maternity hospitals, rmroerios, liindergartons, ate.", on July 7, 19Wr, 
the Russian Supreme Soviet Presidium also issued a proclamation "concerning 
the increase of aid to pregnant women, mothers with many children and unmarried 
mothers, as well as strengthening the security of mothers and children" and 
issued another "concerning the award of the honorific title ’hero mother 9 and 
founding tho highest medal of motherhood and the second highest medal of 
motherhood. These regulations and lava encouraging population had no doubt 
a certain function in slackening the fall of the birth rate. It can be under™ 
stood from tills that if the Party and the Government do not adopt policies 
encouraging population, the birth rate id.ll necessarily fall and stabilize at 
a lower level; if the Party and Government adopt policies to inhibit population, 
the birth rate would stabilise at on even lower level. 
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In traditional China, the birth rate was high, the death ^rat© was 

also higi, and the natural rote of increase was for thin reason comparatively 

low* According to previously quoted 1930 estimates, the birth rate in 

traditional China was 38, the death rate was 33 end the natural rate of 

increase was 5„ Some writers estimate that in the 37 year period from 1912 

to 1949* according to the surveys of each region, the death rate in 'traditional 

China \JB3 Generally from 27 to 34, the birth rate \raa be-fc/een 25 and 45 
the ! 

(averaging 36 for/whole country), and the natural rate of increase averaged 

8 each year, 26/ 

After liberation, duo to the raising of the standard of living, the 
death rate in this country speedily fell but the birth rate changed little, 

Thus the natural rate of increase was clearly increasing. According to the 
1953 census of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the birth rate was 37, death 
rate 17 and the natural rate of increase %ras 20„ Also, according to the 1954 
statistics from 25 provinces and 1 eutonooous region, the birth ratq \ma 
between 30 and 48, the average \ma 30| the death rate ’.ms between 8 and 19, 
averasinG 15? the naturul rate of increase was between 13 and 38 averaging 23, 
Several points can be clarified here. First, after liberation, the 
natural rate of increase of the population was clearly higher than ijt vaa in 

I 

traditional China, No matter whether one takes the 1953 natural increase rate 

1 

census figure of 20 or takes the 1954 figure of 23 to compare with the 8 per 
thousand natural increase rate of traditional China, the increase in the rate 
of increase is or slightly more than For tho tine being, it does not 
mattor uhether the figures of the census or the statistics liave a high degree 


Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9 


Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9 




of accuracy and particularly whether the degree of accuracy or the 
representative nature of the estinates from traditional China are very good, 
but it is rather clear that after liberation the natural rate of increase of 
the population of this country increased in trend os tr ail as in degree and 
this can therefore be wholly acknowledged. Secondly, of the reasons for 
tain clear increase in the natural rate of increase, the most important is 
the functioning of the basic economic law of socialism after the establishment- 
of New China 0 It made possible the marked heightening of the standard of 
living end the rapid fa i l of the death rate at a time '/hen the birth rate 
changed little or perhaps did not change at all. Thirdly, it can be seen 
from the previous analysis of the lav of population under socialism as 
expressed in absolute population changes that the present rapid growth of 
population is but the necessary trend in the first period of socialist 
construction, is but a special characteristic of the period of transition 
in this country and is but a condition si m ilar to that first period in Bus sic. 
from the Great Revolution to 1926 or to the inpleoantatioji of the First Five 
Year Plan 0 It is necessary to understand, however, that these conditions 
cannot be typical of the entire socialist period because in a later stage of 
socialist construction population movements would shift to stable growth at 
a lover level. 

5) Lastly, the lav of population under socialism shores that, 
assuming the eli m ination of rural~urbon contradictions and of Evuiuatonon-mmmal 
labor contradictions, as production develops, the proportion of urban population 
relative to rural population mid of industrial population relative to rural 
population gradually increases while the great urban- rural gap and that betvjeen 
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manual and non-manual labor will gradually shrink. 

In a society with an exploitative system, there are long existing 
urban-rural contradictions, a<prLculturaL-indiist3 , ial contradictions end 
contradictions between manual and non-manual labor. Under the capitalist 
system, the economic basis of the rural-urban contradiction is that the 
whole developmental process of capitalist industry and the commercial loan 
system causes villages to suffer exploitation by towns, and causes the 
exploitation of manual workers by non-manual t/orkars -while in capitalist 
enterprises a dichotomy exists between manual workers and leaders,^/ 

Under the socialist oystou, due to having eliadnated the capita].lst 
exploitative system and having constructed and secured socialist production 
relations, and because of having eliminated urban-rural exploitation as well 
as the oppression of farmers by capitalists and follox/ing the elimination of 
urban-rural contradictions there appears in their place the mutual aid 
relationship between city and country. Under the capitalist system the city 
is the center of rural exploitation \/hile under the socialist system it 
becomes the center of economic, political and cultural aid to rural areas. 
This aid increasingly secures the alliance between the uorkJLng class and the 
farmers. Following the victory of the socialist revolution-, long existing 
brain labor and body labor contradictions hove disappeared. Under the 
socialist system, workers and business leaders combine into a unified body 
of labor concerned with increase of production. After the elimination of the 
educational monopoly of the propertied class under the previous exploitative 
system, scientists are used for the \ /elf are of the uhole people and education 
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becomes the property of the workers sad farmers* 

Under the premise of eliminating rural-urban contradi cations* 
accompanying the increasing development and security of socialist industriali- 
zation and agricultural collectivization and acconpanying the increasing 
development and growth of production, the proportion of the national economic 
sector will change and the urban-rural composition and industrial-agricultural 
composition of the population must also change* 

In socialist nations, in accordance with the basic economic law of 
socialism and the law of planned proportional development of the national 
economy, the Party and the Government have determined and moreover have 
carried out planned policies with first preference to the development of heavy 
industry and the appropriate development of light industry, communications and 
transportation* In the socialist construction process, because of the 
implementation of this predetermined planned policy, although every sector of 
the national economy develops, especially the most important industrial md 
agricultural sectors, yet the speed of industrial development greatly exceeds 
that of agriculture and in industry, the speed of development of the 
production of means of production greatly exceeds that of the production of 
materials for consumption. Talcing Russia as an example, heavy industry* s 
proportional weight in the total value of industry and agriculture was 42 0 155 
in 1913, and in 1937 had increased to 77.455} the proportional weight of raw 
materials in the total value of industry was 33/5 in 2913, and increased to 
60J6 by 1940* Conditions are similar in this country* Comparing 1952 with 
1949 y the total value of industry and agriculture in this country (holding 
1952 constant and calculating) grew 77.555c In this figure, modern industry 
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Increased 178.6%, agriculture 48.5%. An important Indication of the level 
of development of the national economy is the relative weight of modern 
Industry in the total value of industry and agriculture. From 17% in 1949 
it has risen to 26.7% in 1952. The relative weight of raw material^ in the 
total value of Industry has risen from 29% in 1949 to 39.7% in 1952 j 
Estimating the total value of Industry and agriculture up to 1957 (including 
modern Industry, hand industry and agriculture), it will increase 6Q% and 
more over 1952. In the total value of industry and agriculture, the total 
value of Industry (including hand industry) will exceed 50% and in the 
total value of industry the value of raw materials will exceed 40%. 

j 

In response to this developmental trend and corresponding to it, 

j 

the appearance of the society and economy will be greatly changed. New 
plants t mines, electric stations and points will be cons true ted, new 
industrial bases will be produced, a new communication nerve system land 

i 

transportation network will be constructed, new cities formed and thje 
original cities enlarged, the control of productive force will be changed 

j 

and the scale of productive organization will be renewed end enlarged. 

All these developments and changas discussed above will cause the 
city population relative to the rural population and the Indus trial j 
population relative to the farm population to gradually increase. 

In the experience of Russian socialist construction, it is clear 

: I?/ 

that this sort of change took place. For details see the table below. 
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RURAL-URBAN COMPOSITION OF THE RUSSIAN POPUl^ATIOM 
Year Tot. Pop. (100,000* a) Urban d fi of Rur 


1913 


1939 

1956 


139.3 

147.0 

170.6 


200.2 


Urban 0 of 
Total 

17.7 

17.9 


43.4 


Rural 0 of 
Total 

02.3 


The above figure* show that In Russia during the first period of 
socialist construction the urban-rural composition basically did not change. 
In 1913# the year prior to the Orest Revolution, the urban population was 
17.7ft of the total, and In 1926 after the Great Revolution, the urban 

i 

population was still only 17.90. But. by 1939, becauj 86 of the ls^eoftnt&tioD 
of three Five Tear Plane, the appearance of the econoory and the society had 

greatly changed, and the proportion of the urban population relative' to the 

‘ i 

rural population had also greatly changed, it la estimated, by 32 o 9 $l By 

1956# because production gr adually increased and Ihe society and economy had 
Increasingly developed, the urban population proportion was more than 43* 4£ 
of the total o 

The Russian experience in socialist construction also clearly shown 

i 

s imilar changss in the agricultural- industrial composition of the population. 

■ 

Saoause we lack figures for technicians in this area, m will attempt to 

examine these figures according to the class composition of the Russian 
30/ 

population.'* 1 -' 
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CLASS COMPOSITION OF THE RUSSIAN POPULATION ($) 



1913 

1923 

1937 

1955 

Total Population 

100„0 

100.0 

100*0 

100*0 

Industrial t; White Collar workers 

17.0 

17.6 

36.2 

58*3 

Collectivized farmers and Coopera- 
tive handcraft workers 


2.9 

57.9 

41,2 

Individual farmers and non-ooopera- 
tlvlzed handcraft workers 

66*7 

74.9 

5.9 

5,0 

Landlords, large and small bourgeois 
merchants and rich farmers 

16*3 

4.6 




The Important thing about the above table la that It above the change 
in class oomposition of the Russian population, the gradual elimination of the 
exploitative classes and the gradual ooope rati vi nation of individual farmers 
and handcraft workers* But It can also be seen from the above table that 
accompanying the socialist industrialization of the nation, accompanying the 
growth of production, accompanying the gradual Increase in the proportion of 
industry, communications and transportation relative to agriculture In the 
national economy, the proportion of working personnel in industry, communication 
and transportation relative to working personnel In agriculture gradually 
Increased, The proportion of the total population made up by workers and white 
collar workers (including their households) in Russia according to the above 
table was 17$ in 1913, the year prior to the Great Revolution, and to 19aB, 
the years after the Great Revolution, the proportion basically had not changed: 
it was still 17* 6 $; but from 1928 on through the completion of two Five Year 
Plana to 1937, the worker-white collar worker proportion of the total had 
clearly increased, it was 36,2$, and by 1953, It was even higher, estimated 
at 58,3$. After 1928, the proportion of agricultural and handcraft workers 
gradually declined* 
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Here oust clear up several rjueetions . First, the stove workers 
and white collar workers not. only refers to t'ioss^ities but als* ? k- lodes 
those in villages* While among rural workers end while co.L1.ei '.ra-.-ke.r* there 
ie possibly a portion who perform agricultural duties who should he counted 
as agricultural personnel, there are also in cities some mUj pevfom services 
outside of the industrial, cocmunl cation and transportation sectors,. In this 
respect we cannot look at the above 'worker and white collar’ worker proportions 
as only workers in industry, communication and fcranepoi'i-atJ.tw , At the same 
time, no matter whether in the items "collective* or in "individual farmers/* 
all include cooperativiaed or uncooperati vised handcraft workers el though the 
proportion of handcraft workers is not great (according to the 1939 Russian 
population census, cooperative zed. handcraft workers ./ere 2.29$ of the total 
population, uncooperativized handcraft workers were 0*82$, both, groups total- 
ing 3- H# of the total )j but they should also be deducted fr*a the agricultural 
sector and put into the industrial sector* But, in -dial m have analysed above, 
we have only explained the trend of gradual increase in the proportion of the 
industrial population relative to the agricultural population. On this point, 
the small difference in theee concrete figures with respect +o our argument 
would not produce a very great effect* Secondly, from 1928 no 1937 and on to 
1955 # workers and white collar workers not only increased absolutely, their 
proportion of the total pojulation also increased* On the other hand, the 
agricultural population (Including Individual formers) not only proportionately 
declined, its absolute lumbar* also le»s«£ned iuis is . 
that in the Russian socialist luditstrializ.atiou process, a propori urc of the 
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agricultural population adgnates to the cities or to the industrial haaa a nd 
tuna into industrial population or 1 ha population of other sectors of the 
nati onal ooonor y . Thirdly, it la noted that the p roportion of the value of 
industry relative to agriculture as veil aa its rate of growth, generally ' 
■peaVIng, baa eaw aa da d the proportion of indoatriai population relative to 
acprlaoltural population as well as its rate of growth. As previously shown, 
from 1913 to 1937* the relative weight of Russian heavy Industry In the total 
value of Industry end agriculture had risen from 42. to 77.4$t and thus 
exaggerates the proportion of Industrial population in the total population 
vhloh only rocs from 17^ to 36.2$. This la h eoau a o the productivity of the 
industrial se ct o r as veil ee Its recta of growth was greater then that of the 
agricultural sector. In Russia between 1928 end 1993* industrial productivity 
rose roughly about 5 tinea while agrloulture as coep a r ed with the pre- 
revolutionary period roes roughly about twice. At the mm tins, in the 

1 

gxwth of Banian iadustrlfil produ&feiOD, TOf$ vai dm to m Ihovmm in 
productivity and only ytf> vna due to aa Increase in matter of workers. 

In traditional China, sooording to 1930 estimates, urban population 
was roughly 1 % of the total. After liberation, according to the census of 
1993, urban population was 13,26£ and rural population was 86. 7^ of the total 
It can be said that both u rb a n end rural population Increased absolutely while 
in the present stags the relative Change of urban population to rural popular 
tlon la alight. In r ea pact to the egrloulturel-laduatrlel population, after 
liberation, the industrial population rapidly increased. It is noted that 
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iaduatry, construction, transportation, post and telsgraph industries were 
estimated in 1952 to have U, 610,000 workers and white collar workers* It 
is estimated that by 1957 they mill have Increased to 7 , 990,000 person a, 
more than 70 % Increase in 5 years* The total nunber of workers and white 
collar workers in this country mas in 1952, 21,020,000 persons* It is 
estimated that by 1957 it mill increase to 25,2U0,000 persons, a 5 year in- 
crease of roughly 20 5* It can be Been that the growth rate of markers and 
•whits collar workers in industry exceeds -that of all workers and white collar 
workers. If the household population is added, then the number of workers in 
the industrial sector when compared to the above figures for workers in each 
sector moat be large* Because traditional China was an economically backward 
agricultural nation, although the industrial population grew rapidly after 
liberation, yet in the total papulation the proportion is still not large* In 
sum, the change in the urban-rural proportions of the population in this 
country at present and the ohange in the indrotrial-agrlcultaral proportions 
are both- vary slight. This is a phe n omenon neceseazlly produced by a nation 
which mat originally comparatively backward economically now in the first stage 
of socialist construction. This condition had also appeared in Russia. But 
me can predict that accompanying the increasing development of our socialist 
industrialisation, after the couple ti on of two or three Five Teas* Plana the 
proportion of urban population relative to rural population and industrial 
population relative to agricultural population min certainly gradually increase* 


Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9 



Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9 


tx V 


In the industrialization process of capitalist nations inhere has 
alao been a gradual increase In the urban over the rural population, of the 
industrial over the agricultural population. But it in necessary to point 
out that this changed 8ltuation produced by the industrial JLsie.t ion process in 
capitalist nations is by nature entirely different frow the changed situation 
produced by the industrialization process in socialist nation* First, these 
conditions are produced in socialist nations under the premise of having 
d ial D ated urban- rural opposition , while in capitalist nations they are 

produced under the premiss of urben—rsir&l < opposition an! Moreover, these 
conditions Intensified the exploitation of rural areas by cities, so it follows 
that rural-urban opposition- must be intensified. Next, when capitalism 
develops to the imperialist stags, the proportion of the agricultural, population 
in capitalist nations declines further. For example, in England it was 7„1$ 
in 1920, in America in 1930 it was 22*5$, in France in 1930 it was 2fc 0 5$, in 
Germany in 1930 it was 22*2$; this is because in the imperialist period, these 
countries with overseas colonies vise export capital and market monopoly and 
like methods to exploit and enslave the people of colonial and semi -colonial 
nations and cause colonial and semi-colonial nations to become the agricultural 
and raw-material producing dependent satellites of the colonizing countries,, 
Japanese imperialists whose Intention for China was in the past "'Industrial 
Japan, Agricultural China" were like this. Today, the real purpose of what 
American, English and French Imperialists give to all colonial and economically 
backward nations, under the label of ’’economic aid" is u>* *>.■« ■ 
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The gradually increasing development of the proportion of 

industrial population relative to agricultural population which l*/* been 

discussed shove ie applicable to all socialist nations. Bet under individual. 

circumstances, namely in nations in thick capitalist development is high and 

the proportion of agricultural population is extremely low, in the socialist 

construction process of such nations* the proportion of industrial workers 

relative to agricultural workers ^rf.11 not definitely continuously increase „ 

Under the socialist system, even though the contradiction* between 

the city (industry) and the country (agriculture), between annual and non- 

manual labor are eliminated, there yet remain great differences between city 

(Industry) end country (agriculture), manual and non -manual labor. Concerning 

the reason why such great differences still exist, Stalin has pointed out that? 

"If we discuss differences "between industry and agriculture, then Let this 

country these differences are not only ascribed to the different conditions 

of agricultural labor and industrial labor, but first, and foremost it is 

ascribed to the fact that in industry we have toe state ownership system of 

production materials and products while in agriculture what we have is not 

state, but is the group, collectively owned ay* tern, , .Concerning, the question 

of the elimination of the basic gap between manual and non manual manual labor 3 it 

must also be understood in these terms, ..The important thing is that the 

level of culture and skills of ^ worker* is at present very low, for, far below 

31 / 

the Level of skill of managers. e -- / 

The great differences between urban and rural "«*ea,.y iar-'r. minty and 

agriculture, workers and collectivized farmers, is due to the* lav' that the 


Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9 



Approved For Release 2009/06/02 : CIA-RDP80T00246A009700680002-9 


49 

existence of both systems of ownership tinder the socialist system is not 
compatible with the level of development of agricultural ard industrial 
productive power,. In industry there is the state ownership system while in 
agriculture there is only the group, collectivized farm ownership system 
Industry to a very great extent has realized the electrification, mechaniza- 
tion, automatization and chemicalization of production, while the level of 
productive ski l l in agriculture is comparatively backward,, Although euch 
largo differences can only be entirely eliminated in the co*ffimmi«t 
construction process, yet in the socialist constx'uction process they win 
gr a d ual ly shrink 0 On the one hand, accompanying the development of socialist 
industrialization, heavy industry further enlarges, which realizes for 
agriculture the premise of mechanization , electrification and chemically made 
materials o At the some time socialist industry, through the leading role of 
machine tractor stations in the development of collective farm production 
would realize its reformed role in agriculture, would enlarge the state owned 
system end moreover stimulate a revolution in agricultural skills On the 
other hand, accompanying the development of collectivized agriculture, 
particularly in the transitional stage between social reform and technological 
reform, with the stimulation and the aid of socialist industry, the level of 
productive skills in agriculture will gradually increase, and moreover after 
agriculture has been mechanized, electrified and cheoic&U.sed, even though 
productive conditions are affected by natural limitations, and production 
itself is not similar to that of industry, yex- its great must 

gradually shrink* On this basis, an the one hand due to the continuous 
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construction of the industrial base, the original cities enlarge, and the 
number of new cities Increases; on the other hand, due to the jaec: ionization 
and electrification of agriculture itself, plus the growth of the coiiwmi ca- 
tion and transport net, and with the development of the post and telegraph 
industry, v ill agss will gradually have the appearance of towns; *his would 
cause the gradual shrinkage of differences between town and country. 

The large di f iterances between manual and non-manual labor lie in the 
fact that the level of culture end skill of most workers is still lower than 
that of engineering and technical workers, and the level of culture and skill 
of aioat farm members Is still beneath that of the agricultural expert Although 
such great differences can only be completely eliminated in the commzaiist 
construction process, they ere already gradually shrinking in the socialist 
construction process. In Russia, with the development of culture ^ education 
sod the national economy, the level of culture and skill of workers and farmers 
is already gradually incre a s ing , and the distinction between workers, farmers 
and lntelliganaia la already shrinking. According to statistics, the Russian 
grammar and high school students increased from 78,960,000 in 191k to 115,890,000 
in 1927, and further increased to 3^7,520,000 in 1950. Technical school students 
grew from 5k, 000 parsons in 191k to 189,000 in .1927 and further increased to 
975,000 In 1940 and by 1-950 was 1,961,000. Collage students grew from 127,000 
in 191k to 169,000 in 1927 sad further increased to 812,000 by 19k0 and in 
1955 they ware 1,867,000 parson We are also realizing a similar develop- 
ment in tails country. From 19 k 9 to 1956, the number of gramar school rtudeut*? 
increased from 2k, 390,00b persons to 57,700,000 personal tgh school students 
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increased from 1,268,000 to 5*860,000 personso College students increased 
from 116,000 persons to 380,000 persons „ 

V/e understand from the above analysis that in socialist society, 
given full employment and rational utilization of those able to worik , not 
only does the increase in the material welfare of the people stimulate a 
change in population numbers -from a rapid rate of growth they gradually 
reach a stable rate of growth, but under the premise of the elim ination of 
urban-rural c on tradictions( industrial-agricultural contradictions) and con- 
tradictions between manual and non-manual labor, with the development of 
production, the urban-rural composition of the population and its industrial 
composition must necessarily change, while the large urban-rural differences 
and the large differences between manual and non-manual labor must also grad- 
ually diminish o When we study population under socialism, not only must we 
analyze the fact of interaction between population changes and the rise in 
the standard of living after having eliminated the basic cause of unemploy- 
ment, poverty and population surpluses, but we must also analyze the changes 
in social and occupational composition of the popula tion as well as the dim- 
inished differences between urban areas aid rural areas and between manual 
and non-manual labor which the socio-economic revolution and the development 
of production have produced after the establishment of socialist production 
relations o These changes and these developments are all results necessarily 
produced both by the enlargement and function of the basic econondc law of 
socialism and by the construction and consolidation of socialist production 
relations, and for this reason such relations are both the major content of 
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the population problem under socialism and constitute the major area in which 
the law of population under socialism must be shown,; The Textbook cjf Politi cal 
Economy when setting forth the law of population under socialism does not 
include change in urban-rural composition or in industrial -agricultural com- 
position,, We consider this insufficient and incomplete „ In view of this 9 
we have written this tentative supplements 
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Birth Control sad Our Prooont Population Problem 

Today, this country has oehiovod the victory of socialist revolution, 
eli minat ed the beelo mmo for unergdoyment end poverty, end le greduelly 
■ew4ag to walalin. As fundamental economic lev under aoolallaa begins to 
opexets, the lev of PQpuletloo under eoelellen hee now begun funotionlngo 
Thlm le demonstrated In this country by the gradual decline in numbers un- 
e^plflyed, by the gradual rise In the material and cultural Ufa of the people, 
the rapid decline of the death rate of the population, the marked growth in 

alee of Population and in such changes ee those In the urban and occupational 
o ^ tpo altl on of the population. 

Bopuletloo pcohlemi ere not only problems of pure numerical else of 
population but also arise from the eoolel and occupational oompoeltloo of the 
pop ul a tio n. This portion of the pr e e e ut article only etrosaee the prawn i 
problem of naeorloal c h a n g e of our population and the problem of birth control 
le directly related to this ahamge. Vaturally, when studying the problem of 
pepulatlem alae, one root o or ta lnl y touch on the ahenge in mooia l end ooou- 
patlonel oompoeltloo of the po p u l a t i o n, and only In this vlll ve 

giro the latter due analyale. In our proo eae of industrialisation under 
aoolellro, o h e n g ee In the eoolel end occupational oaqpoaltioo of the population 
aa roll as the narrowing gap between city end country and b etw e en white collar 
rorts and physical l abo r ere major opponents in the population problem of this 
oouutxy. Full study of such problems must, however, be put aside for the 
pro seat to amslt analysis at some later time. 
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The size of our population la now rapidly growing due to the 
effect of the law of population under socialism. It has been poised out 
in the foregoing sections that In * raditional China the nafcui-al itv-reaae 
rate was roughly eight per thousand, it rose to twenty and even so t verity- 
three per thousand after liberation according to the census of 1953 and 
statistics of 195^ The reason for this rapid and narked growth in the 
population of this country, Just as analyzed in the previous section. Is 
that after the establishment of socialist production relations, the standard 
of living rises continuously as production develops and thereby causae a 
rapid and marked decline In the morbidity and death rate of the population 
while the birth rate, on the other hand, substantially maintains its original 
level or changes only very slightly. The death rate in traditional China was 
about thirty according to statistics. The national average fell after 
liberation to seventeen and even to fifteen per thousand according to the 
census statistics of 1953 and 195^° This fall in the rate xras one half. 

This not only explains the function of the law of population under socialism 
but also clearly shove the superiority of the socialist system. The birth 
x«fce in radltion&l China, based on estimates, was thirty "Six to thirty-eight 
per thousand. After liberation the national average was thirty- seven to 
thirty-eight per thousand according to statistics of 1953 and 195^ There was 
substantially no change as yet. This shows how the effect of basic economic 
lav under socialism and the great revolution of the social economy in the post- 
liberation period is balanced through the promoting and retarding influence 
which the factors of the rise In the standard of living and change in the way 
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of life have produced 0 

From the present analysis of the law of population under socialism 
and its function, it can be understood that the present rapid growth of our 
population is a phenomenon of the first period of socialist construction and 
possibly the necessary product of the transitional period in this country 0 
It can also be understood that the major reason for the present rapid growth 
of the population is the fall in the morbidity and death rates of the population 
after the standard of living rose 0 Before it reaches the lower limit set 
by physiological conditions of a particular stage of human society, the death 
rate would continue to decline as the standard of living rises further* 

It can also be understood from the law of population under socialism that 
when the death rate approaches the lower limit set by physiological condi- 
tions, the rate of decline would slow and the birth rate would necessarily 
change from an originally stable or slightly fluctuating state and begin a 
down trend due to the great revolution in the social econony end the further 
rise in the standard of living* This would necessarily cause the trend of 
population 8ise to change from rapid to stable growth 0 

The correct understanding of the law of population under social- 
ism in this aspect of its operation is extremely important to the correct 
understanding of the population problem of this country,, It must be clearly 
understood that the rapid growth of population is a necessary phenomenon of 
the first period of socialist construction, and it must be especially appre- 
ciated that it does not represent the trend over the whole period of social- 
ist construction,, Analysis must be made of the effect which the revolution in the 
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social economy and the rise in the standard of living has produced on the 
birth rate and the death rate, and analysis must especially be w&s of 
different effects produced by different stages in the socialist construction 
process. Sven more, the aspects of the promoting end retarding effect 
produced on the birth rate through rise in the atendard of living and change 
in the way of life by basic economic lav under socialism must be analyzed as 
veil as the decreasing or Inc r eas ing tendency of these two aspects in different 
stag e s of the socialist construction process. 

Some people at this time have not made an overall analysis of this 
problem and as a result, consider the present rapid growth of our population 
as a trend of the entire socialist period. Some even think that vhat 
said about population growing at a geometric rate and donJbllng in twenty- five 
years is correct. Some people. It seems, even consider that conditions of 
population pressure and surplus population already exist in this country. We 
do not agree with this point of view. 

MaLthusianists always consider that the rate of growth of the xutaaa 
of subsistence can never catch up with the rate of growth of the population; 
the m ea n s of subsistence increase arithmetically, population increases 
geometrically. According to this formula, the natural increase of population 
would become a pressure on the economic life of society. But in the 150 years 
since Malthus' "Essay on Population" was published, this formula has not only 
not yet been confirmed, but has long since been refuted by facts. We have 
already analyzed and criticised this point in the first section of this paper. 
In China today, however, some people, although correctly criticising Malthus 1 
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theory that problems of population surpluses are solved by war, plague and 
sickness as wrong and reactionary, yet consider that "Mai thus 5 * observation 
that population multiplies (if it is not controlled) at a geometric rate of 
increase is correct and also consider that "in economically and scientl* 
fically backward nations, under certain conditions the rate of increase of 
industrial and agricultural production Is arithmetical and is not as rapid as 
geometric progression. We consider that this conclusion is doubtful. To 
taka this oon &l uaioc as a basis for advocating the present Implementation of 
birth control in the country is especially worth reconsideration . 

The amount of natural Increase of a population is the result of 
interaction be tw ee n Changes in the birth and death rates. Changes in the 
birth and death rates are intimately related to the economic system of the 
society. The history of the last hundred years and more clearly shows that in 
England, Trance, America and other capitalist nations, population Increase is 
very slow, far from a geometric rate. In 1955, the Russian birth rate was 
25,6, death rate was 8.4 and natural i n cre as e rate was 12.2 per thousand. When 
these figures ere compared to those of the pre-revolutionary year 1913 when the 
birth rate was estimated to be 47, the death rate 30.2 and the natural rate of 
in c reas e was 16.8 per thousand , then the birth rate can be eeen to have fallen 
almost one half, the death rate slightly more than 2/5 and the fall of the 
death rate la slightly greater then the fell of the birth rate. This shows 
the superiority of the socialist system. The rate of natural Increase, 
however. Shows no conspicuous rise as yet. At this point we must pay attention 
to the fact that Russia adopted a policy of encouraging population. In this 
country, although the establishment of the political power of the People's 
Democracy and the victory of the socialist revolution over the uhole country 
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has only existed for a few years, the death rate has already rapidly fallen 
while the birth rate has changed very little 0 As a result, the rate of 
natural Increase has been conspicuously high* But this is only a condition 
of the first period of socialist construe tiono Some would say it represents 
the special characteristic of population change in the present socialist 
transitional period and cannot be considered a long term trend in the pop- 
ulation growth of a socialist nation* VJe consider that absolute population 
figures are certainly growing year by year, but it is the long term trend 
of the growth rate and is not a geometrical progression* 

People who support the idea that population increases at a geometric 
rate of progression see population Increase as something "just as startling 
aa the figures of the rate of accumulation of a compound interest loan at 
high interest" and also think that the proverb "in one generation two, in 
ten generations one thousand," is well founded* According to this method of 
estimation, it is just as Malthus himself said in the old edition of his 
Political Economy » "one couple could, from the birth of Jesus on, produce 
so many people that each Square yard of earth would hold four people 0 Not 
only all the planets, but even all the stars which can be seen with the naked 
eye, granting that they are inhabitable, would similarly be covered In 
fact Engels long ago criticized this point of view and method of estimation* 

In 1881 he said in his letter to Kautsky: "Euler* s (a Swiss mathematician) 
calculation has exactly the same value as that concerning the kreutzar 
(term for an old German coin) which is put out at compound interest in the 

first year of our era, which doubles itself every thirteen years, and 

144 

which therefore now amounts to about 1 times 2 

60 
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gullden (terse for a coin of Germany and Holland), a lisp of sliver bigger 

35 / 

than the earth. If we don't analyze each factor of population change and 
their Interrelations and simply rely on a certain formula to calculate and 
deduce population development, we would get the sene absurd result aa the 
method of calculation which Engels criticized. 

The growth of the means of subsistence is not an arithmetic rate. 
Beginning with Malthus , those who advocated this established their theories 
on the "lav of diminishing returns from the land.-' But the "law of 
diminishing returns from the land,'* as previously pointed out, overlooks 
scientific, technological advance and the development of productive power, 
and as a result this theory is without basis. The facts speak clearly. 

Bo matter whether in capitalist or in socialist nations, the growth of the 

* 

means of subsistence has exceeded an arithmetic rate, and the rate of 
growth in socialist nations is even greater. In capitalist nations, because 
their society and their economic systems are not similar, even If the growth 
of the means of subsistence surpasses ar ithmetic progression, the laboring 
masses still cannot escape poverty. In socialist nations, the level of the 
material and cultural life of laboring people must ecntiauonaly rise as 
production continuously develops. The rate of growth of agricultural and 
industrial production in the extremely short period after liberation has 
never been surpassed In history. The average yearly growth of our in- 
dustrial production is 10$, of agricultural production Is % and it Is 
estimated that in 1957 when the first Five Year Plan is completed, the 
value of total industrial and agricultural production will have Increased 
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aore than j0$ over 1952, and the rate of increase greatly exceeds the 
natural rate of increase of the population. Even if ve singly speak In 
terns of the major item In the means of subsistence: food, total produc- 
tion was estimated to be 220 billion catties. In 1952 it was 335 billion, 
in 195^ It was 339 billion, in 1955 it was 3^ billion and in 195- It was 
366 billion cattles. The rate of Increase greatly exceeds the natural 
rate of Increase of the population, I.t present, the average share for 
each person of our population of o 30 million yearly is JjfSO catties of food. 
According to the requirements of the "1956-1967 Rational Outline far 
Agricultural Development, " the total, amount of the nation's food will 
increase to 838 billion cattles by 1967. Sven if the population increases 
at a natural Increase rate of 20 or 25 per thousand and reaches TJ 0 or &k 0 
million by 1967, the average yearly share of food per person would still be 
1000 cattles or more, which greatly exceeds past Increases. Beside raising 
per non production, the additional factors of development of wasteland and 
appropriate transfer of people to the northwest end Southwest should make 
the rate of growth in the means of subsistence still greater. In spite of 
past economic and scientific backwardness, to continue to say that in China 
today, the rate of growth of industrial and agricultural production is 
arithmetic is to ignore facts and is moreover, not in accordance with the 
economic lew of the continuous rise in productivity under the socialist 
system. 

Malthas and his followers used to take population and the moans 
of subsistence (some even used population and land area or population and 
arable land area) and compare them, using population as a denominator and 
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and mans of subsistence as a numerator. They then used the size of this 
ratio to calculate the prosperity of society. We consider that the problem 
does not lie in whether it is permissible to compare these factors, but lies 
in the way in which they are compared. More important is the fact that this 
ratio cannot be Isolated or superficially examined and analyzed. Mai thus and 
his followers adopted a metaphysical method of analysis, first by not «™ni*irH n e 
the besic determining function of the production relationships of society, and 
secondly by overlooking the influence of social and economic life on the growth 
of the m eans of subsistence. As a result they erroneously concluded that the 
rate of growth of the means of subsistence can never catch up with the rate 
of growth of the population, and from ulterior motives they cried "population 
surplus" and "population pressure naturally Malthusisniets are taking the 
position of the capitalist cl a ss e s and their aim is to defend the capitalist 
system. Our position and that of Malthusiaaists are contradictory, for if 
we also adopted metaphysical methods of analysis it would be hard to avoid 
falling anew into these erroneous conclusions. It can be clearly seen from 
the foregoing analysis of conditions In this country that in the few years 
since liberation the rate of growth in the means of production and the — 
of subsistence greatly exceeds the rate of population growth, etoA that the 
terminology "population pressure" and "population surplus" is without basis. 

The problem for the entire world does not lie in "population surplus" and 
"population pressure. ” Clearly, despite the destruction of the Second World 
War, in the post-war period this law of the faster growth in production than 
in population is still applicable. Based on United Rations materials, in the 
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period 1940-1955, the world population grew 10$ and world Industrial 
production on the other hand grew 51 $ while agricultural production grew 

21$J§/ 

Since we have substantially achieved the victory of the socialist 
revolution, eliminated the exploitative system and eliminated the basic reasons 
for unemployment and poverty, why should there be a population problem in 
China today! What is the nature and content of our population problem at 
present? What sort of solution should we adopt? 

We agree with one writer* a statement: "the elimination of the 
private property system only eliminates population problems arising from the 
private property system (although this is the most essential and most can- 
spicuous problem of private property society) and is not the elimination of 
the whole population problem,, nZJ It has been understood from the foregoing 
analysis that population problems are produced In socio-economic systems and 
are produced by the contradictions between production power and production 
relationships in specific societies. It is also understood that as long as 
society exists for even one day, contradictions between productive power 
production relationships cannot be avoided for an instant. What is different 
is that in socialist societies which have eliminated private monopoly systems 
and exploitative systems, contradictions between productive power and produc- 
tion relationships axe non-conflicting contradictions. As a result, 

population problems expressed in these contradictions are not problems and 
contradictions of opposing classes but are problems and contradictions among 
the people. 
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On September 27 , 1956 It had been pointed out in the Resolution 
Si ^ R*poyt on Government of the Eighth Session of 'the national Representative 
Assembly of the Chinese Coc n unlat Party that "Our major interned cont radi cti o n 
Is by now the eontradletlan between the demands of die people to establish an 
advanced industrial state and the reality of & backirard agricultural country. 

The substance of this contradiction, under the condition that the socialist 
system has already been established In this country, is also the contradiction 
between an advanced socialist system and the productive power of backward 

n 

society o In its general aspect, this contradiction determines the nature and 
substance of all major social and economic problems in this country at present 
and similarly also determines the nature and substance of the present population 
problem of this country. 

In order to solve our major internal contradictions, and transform 
this country as aoon as possible from a backward agricultural nation into on 
advanced industrial nation, we should fully utilize the advantage of an 
advanced socialist system, and under the condition of production relati ons hip 

basically stilting the nature of productive power, concentrate and mobilize i 

j 

energy to develop and raise the level of productive power in the society in 
the shortest possible time, and then to further perfect and solidify socialist 
production relationships and also promote the developnent of social productive 

I 

power on a still higher level. After removing the exploitative system and 
el iminating the basic reasons for unemployment and poverty, the basic path to 

a solution of the population problem of this country is ue follo-s, namely, 

to develop and raise the level of productive power of the society as soon m 
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possible,, At the sane time, the party and the government must determine a 
suitable population policy based on socialist economic law and population law 
in combination with the differing conditions under different stages of the 
socialist construction process in this country,, 

The size of our population has grown rapidly in the few years since 
liber ati on o In the foregoing passages we have analyzed this rapid rate of 
growth as due in the main to the rapid decline in the death rate 8 It reflects 
the rise in the standard of living and the superiority of the socialist system,. 

We should rejoice in this and not be pessimistic 0 But since the level of 
productive power of our society is not high in the transitional period, contra- 
dictions still exist among the people between the need for the rapid development 
of the economy and culture and toe condition that the economy and culture cannot 
suffice people at present 0 As aresult, if -the birth rate of the population 
continues to maintain lbs original comparatively high level at the sane time 
that toe death rate rapidly declines, it will cause a continuous and rapid 
growth in toe population else vhich would create a certain obstacle to raising 
toe standard of living rapidly* As the result of previous analysis of the law 
of population under socialism, however, it is understood that toe present rapid 
g*tfith ‘if population is only characteristic of the incipient stage of socialist 
construction, and that by the last period of socialist construction it must turn 
into a stable rate of growth 0 It is entirely necessary and correct, however, 
that the Party and the Government determine suitable population policy in our 
transitional pa*iod according to the inevitable developmental trend expressed in 
the law of population under socialism aid the demands of the people in order 
to eld the decline of the birth rate and soften the trend of rapid growth of 
the population in the first period of socialist construction,, They must also limit 
and prevent the detrimental effect on the rapid raising of our standard of 
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living caused by the rapid growth of population indicated by this first perlcd,, 
Thereby they will lessen the specific difficulties which population growth in 
the transitional period in this country creates for rapidly raising the 
standard of living* This is the basis for the adoption of suitable birth 
control policy under present historical conditions* 

To push the analysis further, we consider that there are the following 
reasons why births must be appropriately controlled in this country today* 

First, in order to meet the needs of the people, and to improve their health 
in the interest of the nation, individual families and the new generation, 
suitable birth control measures must be adopted* As has been said previously* 
the rise in the standard of living has been universal and conspicuous in the 
few years since liberation* But because in the past this errantry suffered 
exploitation and slavery under imperialism, feudalism and bureaucratic capitalism 
it is very backward economically and culturally* The improvement of this back- 
ward condition will require a period of twenty or thirty years* Naturally this 
backward condition cannot but limit the speedy improvement of the standard of 
living and naturally cannot but leave to us many difficulties which will not 
be quickly and easily overcome* These difficulties are often especially 
conspicuous in the case of parents with many children* Many white collar and 
industrial workers who are parents are seriously and detrimentally affected in 
their own work, study and personal health because of heavy burdens in life, and 
their family life and the education of their children is impaired and made 
difficult* As a result, ail parents urgently need birth control in the 

pressing interest of themselves and their children* Farrars similarly desoaru 

38 J 

birth control* This demand is entirely rational* Based on the foregoing 
analysis of the low of population under socialism, we can better understand 
that this demand is produced to a certain extent by the great sccio-ccaaomie 
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ferolutlOD In the country and the operation of basic economic lav under 
socialism through changes in the way of life and the rise in the standard of 
living* 

Secondly, baaed on the program "of giving consideration to every 
detail and to have a comprehensive general plan in which everything has its 
proper place;? to improve and perfect arrangements far the material veil being 
of people even more quickly, and under the premise of considering the development 
of production and the raising of productivity as of primary importance, ve 
should adopt suitable birth control methods to cause the population of fa mili es 
aid the population of the nation to grow a little more slowly. As has been 
analyzed in the foregoing, the egrlcultural end industrial production of this 
country is growing mush faster than population* This guarantees that the 
standard of living of this country can still improve yearly. But, if population 
growth slows a little, then the improvement in the standard of living will be 
a little faster* This la especially true in view of the un u sual past economic end 
cultural backwardness of this country and the huge population base, although 
it is Clearly recognized that in this there is not the slightest element of 
so-called "population pressure" or "population surplus » " These conditions 
inevitably bring certain difficulties to the rapid improvement of the standard 
of living in the transitional and even in longer periods* For seem families 
at previous income levels, too meny children inevitably affected family life* 

For the sake of more rapidly and more perfectly arranging for the material 
well-being of the people it is completely necessary to actively make propaganda 
and advocate birth-control on a nationwide scale in order to change birth-control 
from an instinc tive m ov e ment of people to a largely self-conscious movement* 

At the sase time, we consider that this policy is based on the objective 
necessity of the law of population under socialism and therefore will certainly 
have a successful result* 
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For just such reasons, the Parly and the Government hav ; expressed 
approval and now support appropriate birth control based on the broad national 
needs of farmers and industrial and white collar workers and in response to 
the concrete situation of the country,, It has furthermore ordered organiza- 
tions concerned to take the corresponding necessary measures „ In Parch 1955? 
the Central 6omndttee of the Party explicitly pointed out; "Birth control is 
a major policy problem tfiich concerns the liveUJiood of the masses,, Under 
present historical conditions and in the interest of the nation,, the family 
and the new generation, our Party approves appropriate birth control 0 " In 
the Eighth National Representative Assembly of the Chinese Communist Party of 
September 1956, Comrade Chou En-lai said in the report which he made on behalf 
of the General Committee of the Party called Resolution Concerning the Sec ond 
Five Year Plan for the Development of the National Economy » when he spoke on 
improving the health of the people, "For the purpose of safeguarding women 
and children, for a better education for the second generation, and in the 
interest of the health and prospects of the race, we approve appropriate 
birth controlo The Hinistry of Health should assist concerned organizations 
to implement appropriate publicity about birth control and furthermore, to 
take effective measures,," 

While publicizing birth control we must still pay attention to the 
people of the nation, especially to implementing necessary education for the 
farming masses in the hope of gradually eliminating thought which is incorrect 

or reminiscent of feudalism* For example, proverbs such ns ‘w'lcr :;avi has 

grown he should marry, when a woman has grown she should marry,," iaere are 
three things which are unfilial, to lack posterity is the worst.," "boys and 
girls fill the hall, sons and grandsons around the knees" and u sons and 
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daughters are determined by fate beyond human power to change Some 
people certainly understand that "when children are many the mother suffers," 
but consider that "sons and daughters are determined by fate, how dare we 
transgress against heaven's intention with birth control?" Therefore, since 
socialist thought of the masses has risen and superstitious feudal thoughts 
gradually eliminated, the demand for birth control can naturally and 
properly be uttered 0 

Some writers consider that the reason for birth control is to rapidly 

raise the productivity of the people and to meet ehe requirements of basic 

socialist economic law and the law of planned proportional development of 

the national economy so as to cause us to be able to smoothly fulfill the 

total mission of the transitional period and to be able in the future to 

39 / 

meet basic economic missions without excessive strain o'* Their major points 
can be broadly described as follows t 

First, writers who advocate this point of view explain that basic 
economic law under socialism demands -that we should continually increase and 
perfect production on a high technological levelo What is meant by causing 
production to grow on a high technological level is that it is necessary to 
raise productivity* The most important factor in raising productivity is to 
improve the technical equipment of the workers 0 The law furthermore does not 
demand that vie continuously increase and perfect production on the plane of 
quantitative increase in labor power 0 In order to advance the industrialization 
mission of this country on a high technological level we must have accumulation 
of capitalo The way to increase the accumulation of capital consists in 
greater effort to increase production, but a present decline in the birth rate 
of this country would also aid the rate of growth of the accumulation of capital 
and the enlargement of total accumulation* A higher birth rate only implies 
greater consumption and smaller accumulation and is incompatible with our 
raising productivity in a shorter period and fulfilling the mission of socialist 
indus tri ali zation * 
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Secondly,. whese writers also explain that from the point of view of 
the law of planned proportional development* conditions are similar 0 To advance 
production, labor power is necessary 0 But labor power must be matched to the 
tools of productions Only then can it develop the greatest result 0 The tools 

of production are dead labor 0 As a result, the problem of the proportion 
between live labor end dead labor develops here* Our present problem is that 
there are still not enough productive tools to give the most rational, most 
economic and most effective utilization to labor power 0 At present, for example,:, 
to advance production at a high level of technology each worker must be equipped 
vdth about 13,000 yuan worth of productive tools „ According to these figures 
and based on the accumulation of 1951;, we can only increase the number of workers 
1,300,000 yearly 0 In the Second Five Year Plan, only 1,1*00,000 workers can be 
added on the average each year® If half need employment, there are then 6,000,00(3 
persona who must find a suitable place in the national economy 0 This ie a con- 
tradiction stemming from our present national economy 0 In order to solve the 
problem of maladjustment in the ratio between live labor and dead labor, these 
writers suggest three methods and advocate the adoption of the third methodo 
The third method is to consider past methods of this country as a foundation, 

(namely the first method) but quickly take drastic action to lower the birth 
rate 0 This will, on the one hand, accelerate socialist industrialization to 
cause a continuous rise in the technological level of this country, and on the 
other, to cause the population needing employment in the future to gradually decline 
and thus a more appropriate ratio of live labor to dead labor in this country 

uoy 

after several five year plans <T 

We consider that writers vho take this point of view are completely correct 
when they analyze population problems from the point of view of the relationship 
between basic economic law under socialism and the law of planned proporti onal 
development of the national econo ny, and who furthermore point out that under 
certain conditions the great size of the population and exceedingly high 
birth rate would produce a certain influence and limiting effect upon the 
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of living. They help us understand that when planning the nati rmni economy 
it is n e c e ssary to take into consideration the active effect and influence 
of such large factors as population size and its rate of growth. 

But, we simply do not consider that basic economic law under 
socialism itself Includes the need for birth control and a fall in the birth 
rate. It is correct to say that to attain continuous growth and continuous 
perfection of production at a high level of technology it is necessary to 
increase productivity, and that to increase productivity it is necessary to 
increase the tec h n o logical equipment of the workers and increase the propor- 
tion of dead labor to live labor; and that to do this it is necessary to 
increase the rate of accumulation of capital. But, if it is inferred from 
this that to increase accumulation or to raise the proportion of dead to 

live labor it is necessary to have birth control, a decrease in the birth rate 
of the population and a decline in the labor force, then this should be re- 
considered. 

First, basic economic lair under socialism expresses the of 
socialist production— the maximum (fullest or definite) satisfaction of the 
daily growing material and cultural demands of the entire society. And the 
means of atta ining this aim is to continuously expand and perfect socialist 
production on a high technological plane. Under the new socialist system, 
workers are the masters and real essence of society. They are the consumers 
and at the same time the producers, and the aim of socialist production is to 
produce for the workers themselves, and the means to this aim is the achieve* 
ments of the workers themselves. \Jhat we call the "daily growing daman* of 
the whole society" Includes both the growing demand stemming from the better- 
ment of the standard of living of each person, end the growing of the 
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entire society which arises from the increase in the number of workers. If 
it is said that the aim of socialist production is for the benefit of all 
the laboring masses, and that to attain this aim it is necessary to expel 
them, that is being Inconsistent. If it is even further said that the 
of socialist production is to expel them, that is even more inconsistent. 

The "optinan" satisfaction end "highest" technological plane must always 
in clude certain historical and social conditions and under new socialist 
productive relationships must include the level of the development of the 
productive power of society under new socialist conditions. To understand 
this la any other way would lead to a mechanical and parochial point of 
view and even distort the b asi c Implications and real effect of basic eco n omic 
law under socialism, it must still be understood that population la a necessar y 
coo^onent in the conditions of social and materiel life and is e necessary 
condition to the development of production and society, in certain periods 
of society, the size end rate of growth of population is one objective reality, 
and economic law under socialism operates in this objective reality. Of course 
we cannot agree with theories which disregard historical and social ooiAl tlana 
by proposing that "at any time, in any place, the growth of population stimu- 
latea the development of production in a society." As a result, we 
tbet end the rate of growth of population is both a motiva tio n a l 

condition for the expansion of production while at a certain level of develop- 
ment of the productive, power of society it is a condition which inf l uenc es the 
standard of living. In any eaas, it cannot be inferred from basic e conomic 
law tinder socialism that: to increase production and lessen consumption it is 
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necessary to decrease t}ie birth rate of the population,, Such theories are 
under suspicion of :1 mixing cause and effects 

Secondly, we similarly consider that the main way to increase 
production is to increase the size of the labor force and also to increase 
productivity,, We also consider that the prinary mission is to construct 
socialist society and to increase productivity „ But, because the continuous 
growth of productivity is one of the laws of socialist economy and the growth 
of the size of the labor force is an objective fact of the development of 
society we cannot therefore emphasize the increase of productivity and ignore 
or overlook growth in the size of the labor force 0 In fact, both usually 
go together without contradiction 0 Reproduction of the society necessarity 
includes reproduction of the labor force* As reproduction increases, the 
size of the labor force also continuously expands 0 It is only in capitalist 
society that increase in reproduction is alwsys accompanied by the daily 
impoverishment of the laboring masses and the unemployed, aivi the daily en- 
largement of the reserve army of the unemployed <> In socialist society, 
however, the number of persons employed grows daily as reproduction increases, 
unemployment gradually disappears and the life of workers gradually improves,, 
Reproduction of the labor force is constantly realized in the socialist re- 
production process* A planned, guaranteed supply of labor for industry is 
one of the basic conditions for greater socialist production,, We say that to 
raise productivity, to cause production to continuously increase and improve 
on a hifjh technological level, it is necessary that it be advanced on the 
foundation of these necessary facts about the growth in size of the labor 
farce, pnd we cannot look on the increase dn size of the labor force 
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as completely contradictory to raising productivity on a high technological 
level o As a result, we cannot consider that basic economic law under socialism 
does not require that we cause production to grow ccablauoualy and continuously 
improve on the foundation of a larger labor force, nor can we consider that 
this law even implies the exclusion of an increase in the size of the labor force 0 
Thirdly, in terms of the relation between population and the accumula- 
I tion of capital, we cannot tally consider the relation between accumulation 

i 

of capital and a consuming population and overlook the aspect of the relationship 
between a producing population and the accumulation of capital u if we only 
consider population as consumers, then increase of population necessarily 
implies more consumption, less accumulation; this would affect the increase of 
productivity and influence the share of technological equipment of each worker 
which is to say that it would affect the proper ratio between live labor and 
dead labor 0 But, if at the same time we consider population as producers, 
then circumstances are somewhat differ ent c There are several conditions here 0 
The first is that the increase in the labor which the population gets done is 
only enough for their own consumption and there is none left over for pro- 
duction for society o Under this condition there is no increase in accumulation 0 
The second condition is that in the increase in labor done by the population there 
is 8 till some left for social production over and above what is needed for 
their own consumption 0 Under this condition, accumulation would increase a 
certain amount „ Still a third condition is that the increase in labor which 
the population does is still not enough for its own consumption needs, which 
would decrease accumulation a certain amount <, In fact any of These three 
conditions might occur but in terms of whole societies, and especially in terms 
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of socialist nations, the second condition is the inportant on®. We must 
point out that when ire study the share of technical facilities which laborers 
get in the ratio between live labor and dead labor ire take laborers or live 
labor as the denominator and their share of technical facilities or dead labor 
as the numerator and it is entirely legitimate to observe the eorvelatian and 
change between numerator end denominator * But we shouldn't think that to 
enlarge the quotient of this fraction we must shrink the denominator. Because 
we understand that what the denominator represents is the objective reality 
of a certain social period and does not mean that ire can at the same time 
forget that the technical equipment or dead labor which the msnerator represents 
is created by the live labor or workers represented by the denominator 0 As a 
result we cannot irresponsibly consider population groirth as contradictory to 
increase in capital accumulation; still less can we infer from basic economic 
low of socialism that to Increase capital accumulation and raise productivity 
it is necessary to decrease the birth rate and decrease the size of the labor 
force. 

Lastly, writers who put forth this opinion still consider that; 

"Basic econo mi c law under socialism requires that production continuously 
increase and improve on a high technological plane and that this requires an 
appropriate amount of production material for the equipment of each worker. 

Of course if the production material with which each worker is equipped should 
be a little less than the Ideal level, production still can advance as before. 
But since such production does not advance on a high techno' ogict .1 level and 
can be advanced on a backward technical basis, it is not in accord with the 
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requirements of basic economic low under socialism."^/ 

We consider that this understanding should be re-examined. If It 
la said that only by the utilisation of high technology industry can we meet 
the requirements of basic economic law under socialism, then, not only In 
this country at present, but erven in Russia today, only an extremely few 
industries meet the requirements of basic economic 1st; under socialism. For 
example , in the electric Industry, xihat is the very highest technology today? 

It is generation by atomic energy. By this criteria, then, aside from a rare 
one or two atomic energy generating stations, there are no industries which 
meet the requirements of basic economic law under socialism. Of course this 
is unrealistic. As a result, we can see that this principle will cause the 
field of operation of basic economic law under socialism to be forever limited 
to an extremely few industries end denies it universal "«»«>"•» in its operation 
in various areas of s o c ialist national economies, hence denies its ability to 
determine ell major pr o c esses of basic economic law and all major aspects of 
its development under socialist systems. We also consider that the high 
te chn ol o gical level which b as i c economic lav under socialism requires to cause 
production to increase and improve cannot do without the following factors: 

1. the level of productive power attained; 2„ present manpower end material 
power; 3* present internal and international conditions. These three factors 
are inseparable. Only by fully utilizing the technology which we already have 
on the present foundation of manpower and material power and by continuously 
adopting the latest tec h nolo g y can we cause the continuous growth and improve- 
msnrt of socialist production and fully satisfy the daily increasing needs of 
the people. Otherwise, if we consider that this country Should only use the 
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most modern technological facilities to equip each worker in the socialist 
construction process, and that to use outdated technical equipment or to use 
all the technical equipment of medium and small scale industries seems un- 
necessary, then we would deny important practical meaning to medium and small 
scale industries in socialist construction in this country and In sneeting the 
daily growing demands of the people not only in the j*rasent. hot in the future 
This way of thinking and point of view is obviously divorced from reality. 

In this problem, there are certainly quite a feu people too are 

excessively eager to adopt the "world 8 s moat advanced ““first rate" or 

n 

"automatic equipment c They consider that in the long view these things ate 
necessary and economical, but they overemphasize the future and overlook 
present reality and overlook the contradictions between future and present 
needs and between future and present economy* J»3/ We consider that within a 
specific scope and to a specific extent it is necessary to adopt the latest 
technological equipment in the socialist construction process of this country 
and that as the national economy develops its scope mould enlarge and the 
amount would Increase; but we cannot require nor can wc accomplish this in 
all production units and sectors of the national economy- In accordance with 
our present concrete conditions, as we construct certain needed large industries 
which have the very latest technological equipment. It would be of greater 
advantage to our socialist construction to use a portion of capital to construct 
more numerous medium and small industries which use the technical facilities 
which we have on hand i*gople ' a bal ly lias pointed out \.u ?r. e*:- fcorlaJ on 
the initial experience of construction in this country that: "Developmental 
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progress in this country must be commensurate with the basic cha r ac ter istics 
of our stun wi le development. " In other words, construction In this country 
should arise from concrete conditions end should be realistic and practical. 

We should take a lesson from past construction experience. Our construction 
experience proves that large scale, modernised and mechanised industries arc 
not always the most econ om i c al. The construction of large scale, modernised 
and mechanised industries, coordinated with 1 scale industries with lo wer 
technical standards developed in large quantities according to plan la not 
only necessary to our socialist industrialisation but >■ is more ec onomic al . 

For ex ample , to construct a coed mine of 150,000 tons yearly capacity would 
only require an investment of 20.9 Yuai? for each ton estimated pro du ctive 
capacity, and moreover, could begin production within a year, and within four 
yetirs could realise its entire estimated productive capacity. If a coal 
is built of 900,000 tons productive capacity per year, it would then require 
the investment of 49.1 yuan per ton estimated productive capacity, and moreover 
no °^ - 3& to 4 years before it can begin production and from seven to eight years 
before it can realise its entire estimated productive capacity. Building in 
the steel industry is the same. To build a steel mill of 1,500,000 tons yearly 
output seeds an investment of 12 to 15 billion requires r oug hl y nine 

years from plan to real is a t i on , and can only begin producing pig iron in the 
sixth fiscal year of construction. If the same amount of money la used to 
^ construct a steel industry of roughly 160,000 tons yearly production, then 
H to 13 m i lls can be built end eoch will would only need xouc^ily four years 
txm p l anning to coiqpletian and can produce pig iron in the third year of 
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oonctruetioa. We ourselves can implement the construction of all the msdima 
and i— 11 go a l® Industrie* enumerated here as well as other branches of mediun 
rrt A ^ii geale industry, sad we can at the same time make the equipment they 
need ourselves. The construction of medium and small seals industry at a 
louer t < r oV> rr >1r> C <nnT standard can result both in Increased production and 
accelerated construction progress plus greater t echni cal resources, conserva- 
tion of foreign exchange and eo forth. Por these reasons we must firmly carry 
out the spirit of the decisions of the Report on (Kwernmant of the Eighth 
Rational Repr ese ntative Assembly mad when determining construction goals, we 
ant fl® from those large scale, modernized and m ec han i zed industries we 
mx gt adopt, do our utmost to use medium scale in comb in ation with small scale 
i ndus tries, to use large scale in cwnfcinstian with medium and sma ll seals 
^jyjuotriee, to use newly constructed industry in oOBtolnsfcicm with the expansion 
and r emodelling of industries we originally had, and to use mechanized industries 
in with handcraft industries.”^/ We can see from this that when 

we study the **~ l equipment of each worker, or the amount of deed l a b o r 

with which each unit of live labor most ha equipped we cannot only taka the 
latest techni cal equipment as • norm, but must pl a n on current te chnic al equip- 
ment and out-dated technical equipment. 

In summary, that we do not agree with the point of view which 
considers that the basic economic lav of socialism itself requires that the 
birth rate fall, is not equal to saying that the maintenance of the present 
rate of natural increase is necessary and suit a ble to concrete conditions in 
this cMotsy. We have said previously that to most the needs of the working 
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and. famine masses, for the health of the people and the benefit of the new 
generation, for a little improvement in the family arrangements of the people 
at a certain income level, we approve appropriate birth control in order to 
depress the birth rate and retard the rapid growth of the population. 

We must still point out that the theoretical basis on which we 
publicize birth control at present is entirely different from the theoretical 
basis an which Malthusian! sts propose birth control. We must discriminate 
this point clearly and cannot tolerate the slightest misidentification. 

Malthusianists propose birth control on the basis of their erroneous 
and even absurd population theory. This "population theory" from Mai thus to 
Vogt can be called a Suama Theologica of vulgar and reactionary sociology, 
economics and biology. They openly defend the capitalist system and they' con- 
sider the unemployment, poverty and crime of society as something created by 
what is called a natural, eternal law of population which seems to be without 
relation to the social system itself, and say that the poverty of the laboring 
masses is brought on themselves and should not he alleviated. They even say 
that the people of colonial backward nations and what they their "inferior" 
races "deserve" disaster, and that the best thing for the homelands of these 
peoples is that their so-called "superior" races migrate and conquer them. 

Aside from proclaiming that war and natural calamity are necessary methods 
for eliminating what is called their surplus population", they declare while 
pretending false compassion that birth control is the only thing to improve 
the life of the laboring masses." Their intent is to keep the laboring 
masses from overthrowing the capitalist system and from struggling with the 
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capitalist claaaes. We have previously criticised and analyssd the errors 

mnA fH y q { *^JjpQjy u * 

Our present pr op os a l to adopt appropriate birth control is based 
on Marxist population theory, on the lav of population under socialise and 
is proposed on the basis of concrete conditions in this country at present. 
Mane and Kngels long si nce pointed out that there is no such eternal, natural 
lav of population applicable to all societies and that the lav of population 
of a society la born from and exists on the basis of the node of production 
of that society* In class societies, including capitalist societies, to 
solve problems of surplus working population it is necessary to solve the 
basic contradiction between production relationships and productive power. 
Today, this oountzy has basically won the socialist revolution, terminated 
the history of the class exploitative system of the pest several thousand 
years, established a socialist system on the foundation of the system of 
public ownership of the means of production, and ellrnlnato/l the basic reasons 
fear unaapioymant, poverty and crime. On this foundation the law of population 
under socialism began to operate. Since the material and cultural life of 
working people has been guaranteed and continuously rises as production 
develops, ve ap pro v e appropriate birth control la response to the needs of 

the people* This is entirely different from the proposals of Malthuslanists* 
Bagels has pointed out that achieving oonrmmlsm (including the first stags of 
socialist society) may give rise to the necessity of birth control* Sc said: 
"The abstract possibility exists of the sort of growth in sice of 
which would lead, moreover , to the necessity of limiting this growth* But, if 
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eoaouDlft society at eoae tine in the future needs to eantrol the births of 
the population. It mold be the sane as Its previous co nt rol of the neaas of 
production* Hence only in such societies can this be 4aaa without the 
sli g hte st difficulty. The aahievs&nnt of this result through planning in 
ewh s oc iet i e s Is like the achievement of conditions In present day Prance 
end s ou t he rn Austria which hove developed spontaneously mi without planning. 
I t h i n k this la not a very herd thing. But the people of communist societies 
would themselves d ecide whether or not to taka measures, and when* bov 
what n s aeu r es to take.^ii!/ 

quote this passage flwm Engels quite without intention of 
explaining that to imp l em e n t planned birth control in the strict sense in our 
present stage is to control the production of the population as wo do the 
materiel of prod u c t ion. We understand this in what BagH* saldr First; an 
r eachin g co p sn^aian (including the socialist stags) the possibility exists of 
tha necessity of birth eaotxpl because of the rapid growth of population. 
Seoond; than* if necessary it is entirely possible to realise planned birth 
control to regulate the production of the population. This cannot be dons 
under the anarchistic capitalist social system. Third* whether or not to 
I dp i fft e nt this situation end concre t ely* how to lrplaowat It will be toaXO gi 
by the people of the o o wunlst society of that time thooaelves. In term 
of presept conditions in this country* people still produce the— elves 
s ponta ne ousl y In the main* and ere not able to planned birth 

trd in the strict sense within a short time* Bat this nation can 
people throng! policy and edaostlonsl publicity to gradually &gagg fr on 
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•neh spontaneous acts to sets which, to a certain extant are — 

Zbaxaflose, la the present staffs, wa consider that It la necessary to do and 
lndaad, we ean only do the following two with respect to »-M f country' 

population policy: First, whan planning the national economy, no iptttr 
whether tor team and industrial production, or tor the employment of working 
people, or far the level of the material and cultural life of the people, it 
is always necessary to follow the standard of "giving consideration to every 
d et ai l and to have a compre hens i v e general plan in which everything has its 
proper plac e " la estim a t ing and considering the absolute size of the popula- 
tion as wall as its possible rate of growth. Secondly, to actively implement 
extensive birth control propaganda across the nation to **«>*> birth control 
gradually basons a self-cona olou a need and action of the masses, en d to have 
the concerned organizations take suitable effective measures to facilitate 
the dsvelopnant of this work. 

am 
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